04/ 09/ 1998

Perspective above all else

NO matt er what anyone says, the decision to renove Datuk Seri Anwar

I brahimfromhis posts as Deputy Prime M nister and Fi nance M nister is no
| ess shocki ng than the econoni ¢ deci si ons announced t hi s week. For the
rakyat, though, the nmove woul d have undoubt edly regi st ered new hei ghts on
the "shock" scal e.

Perspective is vital even as the inplications sink in. No onein his
ri ght mnd, however purportedly prone to brinkmanshi p, woul d have |ightly
made a decision to remove the rising star of the country's | eadership.

Anwar had, after all, been groomed by nentor and Prinme M ni ster Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad for nore than 15 years, and was within arm s
reach of power. It is even nore unbelievable that the sane nan woul d be
inmplicatedin allegations rangi ng fromhonosexuality toillicit sexwith
several wormen and seduction of a married wonan.

There woul d have to be a very conpelling reason for this, and one which
- in the minds of the investigators, the Attorney-General and certainly
t he powers-that-be - may be beyond reasonabl e doubt.

The veracity of the revelations should be | eft to the judgnment of the
court. The lawwill runits course and truth will prevail. Each of those
allegedly involved will have to face up to the associ at ed consequences.
There is no other recourse for anyone in the centre of this crisis.

Onits part, the public will have to live with the truth, no matter how
unpl easant it turns out to be. However, what cannot be conpronised is the
need for cal mand order, together with respect for the rule of |aw

Although this is a "first" for Malaysia, governnent officials at every
level areroutinely fired in other parts of the world. The incident
i nvol ving forner Russian Prine Mnister Sergei Kiriyenko is a recent case
in point, but the lessonto be learnt is that |ife goes on.

There i s enough to do on the economic front in Malaysia to turn the
current situation around, w thout having to cope with the fallout froma
political mael stromas well. The way forward has been marked by positive
thinking of | ate, and the confidence that we can chart our own progress
t hrough turbul ent waters.

Implicit and explicit faith will be required of the public in accepting
the tough deci si ons nade. The renpval of obstacl es that threaten the body
politic or economc is not just inevitable, but a necessary part of the
deci si on- maki ng process.

Di stinction nust be qui ckly nmade bet ween an enoti onal response and a
rational one. Incisive surgery is traumatic, but a healthy body w Il
adjust tothe loss of alinb over tinme if aided by a deternined m nd.

We can expect those who do not understand conpl ex i ssues in true context
to describe these with words arising fromtheir own confusion or
i gnorance. Among the | abel s al ready bei ng bandi ed about by the
i nternational nmedia and forei gn anal ysts are "draconi an", "drastic" and
"unsettling".

Thei r nervous response need be of no concern to us. Neither should we be
undul y perturbed over the debate that will undoubtedly be unl eashed, or
take our cue fromtheir negative sentinments or narrow perceptions.

Mal aysi ans can, and should, Iive with their own decisions. This is an
unavoi dabl e el ement of grow ng pains.
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