17/11/ 1998

Philippines satisfied with Anwar's trial so far

THE Phi | i ppi nes has expressed satisfaction that the corruption trial
i nvol vi ng Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mhas so far being carried out inafair
manner .

Its Foreign Secretary Domi ngo Siazon said: "It looks all right. So far
so good ... the due process is what is being asked for, nothing nore,"” he
sai d when briefing reporters on a bil ateral meeting between Presi dent
Joseph Estrada and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad at the
Pal ace of the Gol den Hor ses.

He was earlier asked why Estrada, who had comment ed several tines on the
treatment of the fornmer Deputy Prine Mnister, did not take the
opportunity to personally convey his concerns to Dr Mahathir during the
nmeet i ng.

Si azon said Estrada's decision not to raise the matter di d not nmean t hat
he was no | onger concerned with Anwar's wel | -bei ng.

"He i s al ways concerned, but those of you who are here woul d have seen
daily reports on the trial. This nmeans there is greater transparency in
the trial."

He sai d t he Mal aysi an Governnment had al so al | owed forei gn observers to
followthe trial, citing as exanple the three Phili ppi ne congressnmen who
attended the trial on their personal capacity.

Si azon said Estrada had nmade it known nany tines that his remarks on
Anwar was hi s personal views, thus he saw no reason to rai se themat the
nmeeting with Dr Mahathir.

"You al so have to | ook at the context of when the views were first nmade,
which is after Anwar appeared in public for the first time after his
arrest with a black eye following a beating while in detention.

"After that, he was rel eased fromdetention under the Internal Security
Act, which was an i nprovenent itself. Also, Dr Mahathir said that an
investigation into the all eged beating has beeninitiated."

On whet her Estrada woul d be nmeeting Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah Wan Ismail, Siazon hinted of no such plans.

"The president is here on official visit, so he will have official
functions.”

On the neeting with Dr Mahathir, Siazon said both | eaders di scussed,
armong ot hers, the financial crisis, thetensioninthe Spratly Islands and
the situation in Indonesia.

On the latter, Siazon said both | eaders expressed hope that any
political change in the country would be carried out peacefully.

"Dr Mahathir al so explained the capital controls introduced by his
governnent, expressing his belief that it woul d work for Mal aysi a. At
| east with the neasures, Malaysia is in control of its exchange and
interest rates."”

Si azon said following Dr Mahathir's expl anation on the currency
controls, the Philippines nowhad a better understandi ng of the natter,

i ncludi ng the need to have sone ki nd of gl obal regul ati on and supervi si on
on currency tradi ngs and hedge funds operations.

He sai d Estrada al so congratul ated Dr Mahathir on Mal aysia's rapid
i nfrastruture and econoni c devel opnent, and stressed t he i mportance for
econom ¢ cooperation be intensified between the two countries.

(END)



	Philippines satisfied with Anwar's trial so far (NST 17/11/1998)

