10/ 03/ 1998
PM begi ns 2-day visit to Myanmar, given a warm wel come

Lokman Mansor

YANGON, Mon: Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad arrived here
today for a two-day official visit, his first since Myanmar becane t he
newest nenber of Asean last July at the sane tinme as Laos.

Dr Mahathir is acconpani ed by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd
Al'i, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , | nternationa
Trade and I ndustry Deputy M ni ster Datuk Kerk Choo Ting and a t eam of
busi nessnen.

They were wel conmed at the airport by the State Peace and Devel oprent
Counci | (SPDC) chai rman General Than Shwe. The Prine M nister inspected
t he guard of honour and was given a 19-gun sal ute

His motorcade to the Sein Le Kantha State Guesthouse passed through a
hi ghway | i ned on both sides w th school chil dren wavi ng t he Mal aysi an and
Myanmar fl ags.

Myanmar's daily English newspaper, The New Li ght of Myannmar, carried a
profile of Dr Mahathir on the front page today, while the | ocal news
described his visit as that of a "friend".

SPDC secretary | Lt-Gen Khin Nyunt made a courtesy call on Dr Mahathir
at the guesthouse, acconpani ed by Myanmar Foreign M ni ster U Chn Gyaw and
Myanmar Anbassador to Mal aysia Daw Khin Yi.

In the afternoon, both del egations held a neeting at Parlianment House
where Dr Mahat hir and Than Shwe wi t nessed t he si gni ng of two agreenents:
one on t he avoi dance of doubl e taxation and t he other on visa exenption
for holders of diplomatic and of ficial passports.

During his neetings with Myanmar | eaders, Dr Mahathir is expected to
brief themon the currency probl enms faced by Asean econom es and t he
out come of his recent visits to Thail and, the Phili ppines, Singapore and
Br unei

The Prime Mnister is also expected to i npress upon Myanmar' s | eaders
the need for Asean to remain united in light of the regional econom c
t ur bul ence.

He will al so explain the proposal to use Asean currencies, instead of
the US dollar, in efforts to promote intra-Asean trade

Tomorrow, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to visit the M casa Hotel Apartnent
project, Thilawar port, H aingthayar Industrial Zone and nmeet the
Mal aysi an busi ness communi ty here.

Myanmar, which joined Asean at its last summt in Kuala Lunpur, has a
gross donestic product of about US$31 billion (US$1 = RMA. 04) and an
annual growth rate of 6.4 per cent. Its major products are teak, rice and
jute.

Its econom ¢ objectives include all-round devel opnent with agriculture
forming the base. It is inviting participationin terms of technica
cooperation and foreign direct investnments.
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