07/ 12/ 1998
Dr M No place for seat-warners

A. Kat hirasen; K Bala

LANGKAW, Sun. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said the
Governnent was not a place for elected representatives to warmtheir seats
but to work towards ensuring the continued sovereignty and progress of the
nati on.

The Prime M nister and M nisters have the responsibility of "saving" the
country fromnew types of colonialismand econom c probl ens.

Mal aysi a needed M nisters and | eaders who could come up with creative
i deas and programmes to "save" the country fromecononic problens and to
ensure devel opnent and progress.

"I'f they fail in this, they should not be re-elected. Also, if they are
willing to allow foreigners to decide our fate, they shoul d not be chosen
to lead the country,"” he said.

The Prime M nister said the people, including those involved in the
agricultural sector, had a role to play in ensuring the nation did not
depend too much on foreigners.

He was speaki ng at the sinultaneous opening of the Farners Managenent
Institute and the annual neeting of the National Farmers Organisation
(Nafas) at the institute built by the Farnmers Organi sation Authority.

Dr Mahathir said the econom c neasures taken by the Governnent in the
face of the regional econonmic turnoil had hel ped keep Mal aysia "safe
slightly" fromeconom c col onisation by foreign powers.

"But we have to work harder to ensure we don't depend on foreigners for
anyt hi ng.

"Rat her, we should want themto depend on us. For instance, we nust save
the country from dependence on foreigners for our food needs.

"If we depend too nuch on food inports, we will becone beggars and | ose
our integrity and freedom" he said.

"Farnmers and farmers' organi sations nust help in this fight against
those who want to col oni se us in other ways.

"We nust realise that there are many who are better (off) than us and if
we are not alert, they will col onise us through econom c power.

"They are trying to take over many conpani es owned by Asians in
countries which have bowed to the International Mnetary Fund. W have not
done so and that is why we are safe slightly," he added.

The Prime M nister thanked the farmers for their earlier pledge of
loyalty to himand call to himto continue | eading the Governnment. The
pl edge was read out by | eaders of farmers organisations fromthroughout
t he country.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was al so fortunate to be nmuch better off than
many ot her countries and he gave some exanpl es of African countries which
were struggling to devel op

He said as Mal aysia was facing economc problens it was inperative that
the people, including farners, work with the Governnent in reducing
i mports.

They shoul d work harder and produce nore so that this could be exported,
resulting in additional foreign exchange.

He said farners should venture into conmercial grow ng of non-
traditional fruit trees, such as mangosteen which is popular with the
Japanese, and not to concentrate on just oil pal mand rubber.

Oni ons, which are nowinported mainly fromlndia, could be grown
| ocal ly.



"And don't take the issue of onions lightly. People say the Indian
Gover nnent can col | apse because oni ons cost so nmuch today."
( END)
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