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KUALA LUVWPUR: Once a conmerci al outpost for the tin mning industry,
Kual a Lunpur has bl ooned i nto a swank and nodern city replete with a nunber
of appeal i ng skyscapers.

During this transformati on t he greenery gradual | y di sappeared, repl aced
by the ever expanding concrete jungle.

And in recent years, many of the playing fields that provided the
"lungs" for the city and venues for recreation were also lost to
devel oprent .

Recogni si ng the i nportance of the greenery, nmeaning trees, to an urban
envi ronment, several agencies, corporations and non-gover nnent al
organi sations as well as citizens have taken up the cause to plant nore
trees as a living gift to the nation and nother earth.

One such greeni ng mi ssion was | aunched by BP Mal aysia Sdn Bhd, with the
cooperation of the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM, under its
"Adopt A Tree" project.

At the launching of the project by Science, Technol ogy and Envi r onment
M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng Ding, BP said its objective was to create
envi ronnent al awar eness anong Ml aysi ans.

According to a FRIMresearch officer, Dr Am nah Hanzah, greening the
city is encouraged not only for beautification purposes but al so because
pl ants freshen t he at nrosphere by renovi ng dust and ot her pol | utants besi des
repl eni shing oxygen in the air

She says everyone, even flat-dwellers, should plant trees or shrubs and
this project gives thema chance to do so. Local plants can be redeened at
FRI Mwi t h coupons di stributed by 65 participating BP service stations in
the Kl ang Vall ey.

The coupons cone in a bookl et which al so contain an outline of the
general principles for tree planting and care.

The seedl i ngs handed out are indi genous trees, be they for shade or
ornanent al pur poses.

FRI M advi ses those who live in flats to plant palnms in pots and
dwel l ers of terrace houses to growsmall trees or pal ns.

"The programme is al so educational as it exposes Ml aysi ans to our
I ocal trees likethe 'pulai' (alstoniaangustifolia), 'nmerawan bunga
(hopea pubescens) and ' "sentang' (adzadiracta pavovi na), anong ot hers.

"We nust plant indigenous trees to reflect the uni queness of our forest
heritage," she says, expressing di sappoi ntment with costly inported trees
that line certain roads in the Klang Valley.

Whenever an opportunity arises, Dr Ami nah never fails to propound the
need to pl ant indigenous trees, especially to | andscape architects who were
trained abroad with a bias for foreign plants.

Dr Am nah, who coaxes plants to grow by talking to them says that
15, 000 coupons were printed but only 4,000 were redeened so far for plant
seedl i ngs of various species fromFRI M s nursery.

She is urging those who had taken the coupons to collect their
seedl i ngs for the greening project before the deadline in March next year

Under the project BP had al so planted trees at sel ected BP service
stations and sonme schools in the Kl ang Vall ey.

The ot her body undertaki ng tree planting actively is the Ml aysian
Nature Society Tree Planting G oup (MS TPG .

Thi s ongoi ng progranme is in response to the Prine M nister Datuk Seri



Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s call to "Green the Nation" a few years ago, MS-TPG
proj ect coordinator Andrew Sebastian says.

To broaden the work of tree planting, the MNS had si gned a menorandum
of understanding with the Internati onal Real Estate Federation (FI ABCl),
Per sat uan Penil ai dan Perundi ng Harta Swasta Ml aysia (PEPS), the Lions
Cl ub, OneEarth Enterprise and FRIMin Septenber 1995.

The pact calls for the cooperation anong the signatories to pronote the
pl anting of trees through a tree donation programe, Sebastian expl ai ns.

"It works this way -- the TPG accepts pl edges of tree donations at a
cost of RMLOO each to be planted in various parks and recreational areas,
al ong roads and river reserves all over Ml aysia," he says.

Anyone can donate a tree or trees and the MNSw |l nmaintain the record
of each precious tree which may be a gift to conmenorate significant
occasi ons such as bi rthdays, anni versari es or marri ages, anong ot hers.

As of Cctober this year, 1,947 trees had been planted at the Kel ana
Jaya recreational park, Kuala Sel angor Nature Park and Universiti Utara
Mal aysi a, anong ot hers. One of the npbst recent tree planting project was
undertaken at the Bukit Jalil Hockey Stadi umconpound to mark the 16th
Commonweal t h Ganes.

"The planting of atreeis atrue gift of recognition or affection for
sonmeone or in remenberance of an eventful occasion," Sebastian says.

It is also healing nature for manki nd's want on desecration of the
envi ronment .
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