29 OCT 1998
Mahat hir-Arri val
PM ARRI VES | N BRUNEI FOR TALKS W TH SULTAN HASSANAL BOLKI AH

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, COct 29 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad arrived here today for a two-day working visit to discuss
wi th Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah bilateral issues including the joint efforts
by Mal aysia and Brunei in dealing with the region's econonic woes.

Dr Mahathir's trip to the oil-rich-Sultanate marks the inaugral
Mal aysi a- Brunei consultation arrangenent between Dr Mahathir and Sultan
Hassanal who is also the prine nmnister.

The two | eaders agreed in Kuala Lunmpur |ast year to neet annually to
exchange i deas and discuss regional and international matters of nutual
concern.

Acconpanying Dr Mahathir were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamed Ali and Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw .

The Mal aysi an | eader will be staying at the Rumah Tetamu Darut Takwa
(Darut Takwa Guest House).

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to neet the Mal aysian conmunity at the Rumah
Mal aysi a where he will al so receive contributions totalling RWM2, 000 from
themto the National Special Fund.

After attending a |uncheon hosted by the Ml aysi an H gh Conmi ssioner to
Brunei Wan Yusof Enbong here today, the prime mnister will proceed to
Istana Nurul Iman for an audience with Sultan Hassanal.

This will be followed by a four-eyed neeting between the two | eaders.

Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to attend a di nner hosted by Sultan
Hassanal at the Jerudong Polo O ub tonight.

Tormorrow, Dr Mahathir will join Sultan Hassanal for breakfast before
headi ng for honme on a special aircraft.

A separate programme has been lined up for Dr Siti Hasmah whi ch include
a visit to the Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah Foundati on Conpl ex.

This is Dr Mahathir's second working visit to Brunei this year. He was
here last Feb 18 for an overnight working visit for talks with Sultan
Hassanal . The two | eaders net again in Kuala Lunpur |ast Feb 28 when the
Sul tan nmade an overnight working visit to Ml aysi a.

Total trade between Mal aysia and Brunei for the first eight nonths of
this year anbunted to RV695.7 million conpared to RMB30.8 mllion for the
whol e of 1997.
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