10/ 09/ 1998

PMattends final rehearsal for Games opening

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad wi tnessed the final full
dress rehearsal for the opening cerenony of the 16th Conmonweal t h Ganes at
the National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil, Kuala Lunpur, |ast night.

The National Stadiumis the venue for the opening and cl osi ng
cerenmonies, as well as the track and field events.

Dr Mahat hir was acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd
Ali, and several ninisters and dignitaries. The stadium which can
accomuodat e sone 100, 000 spectators, was al nost full.

Anmong t hose present were Youth and Sports M nister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin
Yassin, Culture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k and
Sukom Ni nety- Ei ght Bhd chai rman Jeneral (Rtd) Tan Sri HashimAli.

Anong t he highlights of the four-hour extravaganza were a col ourful
wel com ng presentation by dancers who swayed to traditional Ml ay nunbers
and the narching-in of the 70 partici pati ng Commonweal t h nenbers.

Al so making their presence felt during the rehearsal were the 5, 000
peopl e who made up the "human graphi cs" using col oured cards to depict the
various facets of the Ganes, including flags of participating countri es.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar will open the Ganes tonorrow.

About 5,000 athletes and officials will take part in the Ganes, billed
as the grandest ever in the series. Commonweal t h head Queen Eli zabeth ||
wi Il grace the cl osing cerenpny on Septenber 21.
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