07/ 08/ 1998

PMcalls for people to rally behind the Gover nnent

| POH, Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
repeated his call for the people to rally behind the Governnent as it
tries to overcone the econom ¢ downt urn.

He said: "It is inportant that all of you knowthe cause of the problem
and remain united for the sake of the country.™”

He sai d the National Economi c Action Council was doi ng everything it
could to i nprove the econony.

He was speaking to a huge crowd at the Stadiumindera Miulia this
afternoon on a half-day working visit to the State. He was acconpani ed by
his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived at the Sultan Azl an Shah airport at 3.20pm was
recei ved by Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib and his wi fe Puan Seri
Raj a Noor a Ashi kan Raj a Abdul | ah and State dignitaries, including State
Executive Councillors.

Al so present at the stadiumwere | eaders and nenbers of Bari san Nasi onal
parties, senior civil servants and conmunity | eaders. Anong the BN | eaders
wer e MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, MC president Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vel |l u, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Li mKeng Yai k and Peopl es'
Progressive Party President Datuk M Kayveas.

Toni ght, Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, held a cl osed-door neeting
with State-level Umo | eaders before returning to Kual a Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir is on a nationw de tour to explain to the people the
country's economi c problens and efforts to overcone them
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