27/ 11/ 1998
PMconferred award for role in promoting I T industry

Lokman Mansor

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is conferred the Asi an- Qceani an Conputi ng
I ndustry Organi sation (Asocio) I T Award 1998 for his efforts in pronoting
informati on technology and I T-rel ated i ndustries.

The award was presented to the Prime M nister by Asoci o president Dr
F.C. Kohli at the Asocio-Pi kom Gal a Banquet in Petaling Jaya | ast night.
The Associ ati on of the Conputer Industry Mal aysia (Pi kom is playing host
to this year's Asoci o general assenbly.

The international award i s presented each year to a person in the host
country for significant contributions nade towards the pronoti on and
devel opnent of the I T industry.

Mal aysi an Institute of Mcroel ectonic Systens (M nps) Bhd chi ef
executive of fi cer Tengku Dat uk Dr Mobhd Azzman Shari f f adeen, who read out
Dr Mahathir's citation for the award, said the Prime M ni ster has pronot ed
IT as the new growth industry for Ml aysi a.

He told the audience that the Prime M nister had played a pivotal role
inthe formation of Mnos in 1985, the National |IT Council, and the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC).

Through a series of anecdotes, Azzman tal ked of how Dr Mahat hir had
becone an expert in IT, and was able to articulate his ideas effectively
during various MSC roadshows to the US, Japan and Eur ope.

"As CEO of Ml aysia, Dr Mahathir has been able to | ead the country into
uncharted waters with success," he said.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said he accepted the award on behal f of
everyone who had contributed towards nmaking the MSC a reality.

"I amvery glad that all this while, the i deas they have cone to me with
have actually materialised. W now have the MSC, one of the nost uni que
plans in the Informati on Age the worl d has ever known," he said.

Dr Mahathir said while every country or city has its own Information Age
progranmme, no one has anything |i ke the MSC. Sone have even expressed t he
intentionto come upwithinitiatives simlar to the MSC

"I amquite sure they will all succeed because there is no way to do
sonmet hing that is unique forever. W have to share with ot hers because we
may need others too, and hope that they will also share with us,"” he
added.

The Prime Mnister, referring to Azzman's anecdot es about his
i nvol venment inthe I T sector and the MSC, said in jest that he actually
did not know what he was letting hinself in for.

"When he (Azzman) first proposed this he nentioned a figure of RVb
mllion. At that tine we did not have problens with the econony. W had
sone noney, so | agreed i medi ately.

"Now | regret because he keeps asking for nore and nore noney. And he no
| onger asks for single-digit figures. The | atest amount he asked for was
RVBOO mil lion," Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime M nister added: "Fortunately he has delivered, including of
course that speech he just gave."

Pi komwas established in 1986 as a voluntary sel f-fundi ng associ ati on
representing the ITindustry in Mal aysia. As at Novenber 18 1998, its
menber shi p conpri sed 290 conpani es i nvolved in the provisionof IT
products and servi ces. Toget her they conmand about 80 per cent of the
total IT trade in Ml aysia.

Asoci o conprises the respective i ndustry associ ati ons of the 15 nenber



countries in the Asia Pacific region. Its menbership base includes about
3,000 major | T conpani es.
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