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PMdid right to dismss Anwar, say Umo religious | eaders

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Religious |leaders in Umo said the Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was on strong ground when he deci ded to
remove Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe Governnent for noral m sconduct.

They said renmoving a | eader with | oose noral character was demanded by
t he teachings of the religion

This, they said, was nore so in the case of a | eader who professed to be
religious and spoke often of norality.

Ter engganu Menteri Besar and seni or Umo Suprene Council menber Tan Sri
Wan Mokht ar Ahnmad sai d Anwar had cl early not practi sed what he preached on
the question of norality.

He said the decision to renove Anwar was essential for the country
because i f he was allowed to remain in the Cabi net and the party, he ni ght
end up as Prime Mnister.

"What had happened al so contradi cted the sl ogan of | eadership by
exanpl e, " sai d Wan Mokhtar when commenting on party president Dr
Mahat hir's statenment yesterday that he was conpel |l ed to renove Anwar from
the Cabinet and initiated his expul sion fromUmo because of nora
m sconduct .

Wan Mokhtar said the expl anation given by Dr Mahat hir to Umo | eaders
yest erday woul d be accepted by party nenbers and the people.

Most peopl e were aware of the close rel ati onshi p between Dr Mahat hir and
Anwar and would find it hard to believe Dr Mahat hir woul d conspire agai nst
hi s anoi nted successor

Wan Mokht ar was speaking to reporters after signing an agreenent on the
East Coast Hi ghway project concession

Anwar, in the neantine, rebutted the Prinme M nister's explanation saying
that he was victimof a conspiracy by Dr Mahathir's inner circle.

Meanwhi l e, former director-general of Pusat |slam Datuk Zai nal Abidin
Abdul Kadir said the renoval of Anwar on noral ground was apt in
accordance with Islam c principles.

Zai nal Abidin, who is a suprenme council menber, said a | eader needed to
uphol d high integrity and noral val ues.

"Thus, the Prime Mnister made the right decision and this is based on
Islami c principles,” he said.

Zainal, who is Melor State Assenbl yman in Kel antan, said a | eader nust
not only portray exenpl ary | eadership qualities, but nust al so practi se
hi gh noral val ues

In Penang, Umo veteran and forner State |Islam c Religious Counci
chai rman Dat uk Mohd Yussof Mbhd Latiff said Umo | eaders nust al ways
uphol d high integrity.

The 58-year-old fornmer State Assenbl yman for Sungai Dua, who was al so
the 1997 State-1evel Tokoh Ma'al Hjrah, said this was required in Islam

"We nust al ways hol d the highest |evel of norality and integrity.

"This is especially so for those who are in the position to | ead ot hers,
i ncl udi ng non-Mislins," he said.

Mohd Yussof, a fornmer Ml aysian |slamc Youth Movenent or Abi m Penang
branch chai rman, said a person's high regard for integrity and norality
must be reflected in action.

"We think well and nust al ways behave well too. W cannot have | eaders
who pretend to pronote virtues but always have bad thoughts,"” he said.

On the renoval of Anwar fromthe Cabinet and expul sion fromUmmo, Mhd



Yussof, who is also a former Menber of Parliament for Tasek Gel ugor, said
Anwar shoul d be all owed to defend his i nnocence in court.
(END)
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