28/ 10/ 1998

PMdi sni sses al | egati on police provocati on brought on viol ence

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
di sm ssed al | egations that police had provoked denonstrators i n Kanmpung
Baru | ast Saturday.

He pointed to the fact that the denonstrators had brought with them
petrol, nol otov cocktails, stones and sharp objects to Kanmpung Bar u.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Hone M nister, was asked to coment on
al  egations of police using excessive force agai nst the denonstrators,
sone of whomturned violent.

Two policenen were injured after being attacked by the denpbnstrators who
al so stoned a passing police patrol car. Sone were said to have started a
bonfire in Jal an Raj a Abdul | ah.

Dr Mahathir said that even if the police had provoked them the
dermonstrators could not justify having the objects with them

"Cbvi ously they wanted to be provoked so that they can have an excuse.
If it is just police provocation, then they would have come wi thout any
little things...sharp objects and carrying stones intheir jackets," he
saidinreply to questions at a Press conference after opening the Heli-
Asia '98 exhibition at the M nes i nternational exhibition and convention
centre in Sungai Besi here.

Dr Mahathir said the police had not used excessive force but had used
wat er cannon "just to wet thema little bit and danpen their spirit,
that's about all."

"The police have not beaten up these peopl e as claimed by the w fe of
the ex-Deputy Prime Mnister," he said in reference to clains by Datin
Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan I snail, who said that the viol ent denonstration was
a result of police provocation.

On clains that the cans of petrol, nmolotov cocktails and sharp objects
were planted at the site, Dr Mahathir said that that was "one excuse" that
t hese denonstrators woul d al ways gi ve.

"If that is so, then the denpbnstration is not genuine. It is actually
organi sed by police and made up of policenmen. So who i s supporting the
reformasi if it's policemen who were having the denonstration?”

Asked whet her he expected the situation to get nastier, Dr Mahathir said
as a rul e, denonstrations often began peaceful |y but when they did not get
any response or when they di d not achieve their objective, they would
normal |y start becom ng viol ent.

"That i s why denpnstrations have to be stopped early before they get to
t he st age where peopl e get burnt and killed. Already they (denonstrators)
are asking people to bring kerosene, petrol. Sonetines they think of
bringi ng nol otov cocktail."

Dr Mahathir said it was not "a Mal aysi an thing" to have viol ent
denonstrations but felt that "these peopl e" have been "i nspired by ot her
countries to change the character of Malaysia, the traditions of Mal aysi a
in order to achieve their own objective."

Asked i f the police would be cracking down on denonstrations, he said:
"I don't know what you nean by cracki ng down. Do we beat themon the head
or sonething like that? W don't have any intention of doing that. | think
t he police have no intention of beating up people."

On cal I s by Kanmpung Baru residents that police act nore firnly agai nst
such denonstrations, Dr Mahathir said acting firmy did not nmean "beating
up peopl e".



Dr Mahat hir said peopl e such as businessmen including snall-tinme traders
were beginning to feel the effect of such denonstrati ons.

He said this was because denonstrators fleeing police arrest would run
into their shops and start throw ng chairs.

"So peopl e woul d have to pay the price unless of course you support somne
ki nd of police action.”

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked on the statement yesterday by acting Umo
Yout h | eader Dat uk Hi shanmuddi n Hussei n that the novenent had reason to
bel i eve that several expelled Umo nenbers were plotting to prevent Datuk
Seri Anwar lbrahims trial fromtaking place on Nov 2.

H shamruddi n had said that this group net on Batami sl and i n I ndonesi a
recently to map out their tactics.

Dr Mahat hir said that H shammuddi n nmust have had evi dence of this.

"Cbvi ously the denpnstration (on Saturday) was a duplication of the one
in lndonesia. O course they would like it to be nore violent as in
| ndonesi a.

"And they want it to be continuous so that the Governnment will be
toppl ed. And the nost inportant thing is that if the Government is toppled
there woul d be no trial for the ex-DPM Then of course, he will get away
scot-free."

Asked for details on his nmeeting last night with Menteris Besar, the
Prime Mnister said it was "just an exchange of information about what was
happeni ng on the ground."

On an accusation by certain people that he was "trying to sell out the
Mal ays", he said he would leave it to the people to make their judgenent.
Asked if this accusation was racial, he said: "They are trying to nmake
it racial. O course they don't like this idea of a peaceful Ml aysia. W
have a good i mage so they want to destroy that i mage to show that we do

not know how to govern oursel ves."
( END)
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