13/ 08/ 1998

PMcan't see howthere could be threat to US here

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
today he did not see any reason why Mal aysi a shoul d be naned as one of the
countries where there mght be athreat to United States' interests.

Dr Mahat hir said there had been no signs of terrorist activities in
Mal aysi a.

"I just don't understand this. May be they know sonet hi ng we don't know.
As far as we can tell, there is no danger here," the Prime Mnister told
reporters after neeting the Mal aysi an conti ngent to the Cormonweal t h Ganes
at StadiumPutra, Bukit Jalil.

He was comenting on news reports quoting a US State Departnent
spokeswonman as sayi ng that the US Gover nnent had recei ved i nformati on that
there might be athreat to USinterests including attacks on buildings in
Egypt, Yenen and Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahat hir was asked by reporters whether there was any basis at all to
such a threat and why Mal aysi a was si ngl ed out instead of other "troubl ed"
countries.

Dr Mahat hir sai d whil e such incidents coul d happen anywhere, focusing on
Mal aysia might result in m ssing out on sone other countries where the
attacks were not suspected, but m ght happen as it did in Tanzani a and
Kenya.

"Where (Tanzani a and Kenya are concerned) obviously they did not expect,
and it happened. Focusing on Malaysia will nean that it will not happen
here because t hose people are not going to cone."

On whet her Mal aysi an police woul d extend co-operation to the US Enbassy
here to beef up security, Dr Mahathir said: "If they think they are in
danger, they can ask us for protection, and we will be ever willing to do
so."

I nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor said today US citizens in
the country and staff of the enbassy need not worry as their safety woul d
not be conprom sed

He said it was the Mal aysian police's duty to ensure the safety of
enbassy staff and this was the reason why patrol s and security nmeasures
had been doubl ed.

Speaking to reporters at the Federal police headquarters in Bukit Aman,
Rahi msaid t he police would have to take heed of the bombings i n Kenya and
Tanzani a and hoped that such a thing woul d not happen in Mal aysi a.

He added that police had received full co-operation fromUS ambassador
to Mal aysia John Mal ott and enmbassy staff.

Asked to comment on neasures taken to screen people entering the country
as possible threat to the US enbassy and citizens, Rahimdeclined to
conment .
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