17/ 06/ 1998

PMexpects "fireworks' at assenbly

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad sai d he anti ci pates
"fireworks" at the com ng Umo general assenbly as various i ssues will be
brought up by del egates.

"As usual, | will give advice to the del egates but that woul d not stop
themfromtal king. We are a denocratic party.

"They will talk about a lot of things. W are expecting a | ot of
fireworks," he told newsnen after visiting the Miulti nedia University
construction site in Cyberjaya yesterday.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, was asked what advice he will
gi ve the del egates during the assenbly schedul ed fromThur sday t o Sunday.

"I will give advice to themwhen | talk to them | amsupposed to talk
to them on Wednesday, " he added.

On the statement by Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik that
all | eaders of the conponent parties of Barisan Nasional (BN), had pl edged
their support and loyalty to the Prime M nister, Dr Mahat hir sai d he was
happy and gratified with the support.

"I amvery gratified ... very happy that they pledged their loyalty to
me. | amquite sure, it is not personal.

"I think it is because the country needs a | eader and they pl edged to
give their support to the present | eader," he added.

In a news report, Dr Ling, who is al so MCA president, had said that BN
| eaders had pl edged their support and |l oyalty to Dr Mahathir as the Prine
M ni ster during the party's suprenme council neeting | ast Sunday.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chai rman, disnissed suggestions that the BN
supremne council meeting was held to seek support and |l oyalty fromthe
party's council nenbers.

"The neeting is just to explain to all nenbers about the country's
economnmic situation. It is inportant for themto understand.

"That (BN supreme council neeting) is not a special neeting in any way,"
he clarified.
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