17/ 06/ 1998

PMgratified with pledge of support by BN | eaders

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today he was
gratified with the pl edge of support and |l oyalty given to himas the Prine
M ni ster by Barisan Nasi onal conponent party | eaders.

"I amquite sureit's not personal. It is because the country needs a
| eader and they had pledged their loyalty to the current | eader,” he told
reporters after a three-hour visit to the high-tech Cyberjaya intelligent
city.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said earlier today | eaders of
the ruling coalition had pl edged undi vi ded support for Dr Mahathir in
overcomi ng the econom ¢ woes at the BN suprene council neeting on Sunday.

The pl edge of support canme anmid what Dr Ling described as "adverse
foreign nmedi a" reports agai nst Mal aysia and Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir said the BN suprenme council nmeeting was held to brief party
| eaders about the economic situation and was not for themto pl edge their
| oyalty and support to him

"It isinportant for themto understand this. | took the opportunity to
explain to themsince they were here," Dr Mahathir said.

The BN | eaders had attended t he | aunchi ng of the "Dana Unt uk Mal aysi a"
by Dr Mahathir |ast Sunday. The fund, ained at collecting donations for
t he Dana Khas Negara, or Special National Fund, was | aunched by Dr
Mahat hi r .

Asked i f he had any advice for del egates i n the Umo general assenbly,
Dr Mahat hir, who is al so Umo president, said: "I will give nmy advi ce when
| talk to them (Umo del egates) on Wednesday. "

He said he woul d gi ve themstrong advi ce but that will not stop them
fromtal king. "W are a very denocratic party."

Asked if they were "tal ki ng" about anything in particular, Dr Mahathir
said: "OF course, they are tal king about a | ot of things. You are
expecting firewrks, sowe will see whether there will be fireworks."

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msai d today he
expected the del egates to focus their debate on econoni c probl ens.

Anwar was speaking to reporters after a visit to Syari kat Takaf ul
Mal aysi a at the Menara Tun Razak.
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