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KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 28 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today agreed to grant ammesty for illegal immgrants to return to
their hone countries legally, Deputy Home M nister Datuk Taj ol Rosl
Ghazali said today.

He said Dr Mahathir nade the decision in his capacity as Honme M nister
after recomendations fromthe Immgrati on Departnent and in conjunction
with the 41st National Day.

"The amesty period begins Aug 31 and ends Cct 31," he told a news
conference here.

However, Tajol Rosli said, those wanted by the enforcenent agencies for
crimnal offences would not be allowed to | eave under the ammesty.

He said, illegal inmgrants taking part in the two nonth-long amesty
must organise their travel docunents on their own with the respective
enbassi es which had been requested to assist in the programe.

They need not go to the Inmmgration Department to get an Exit Check
Meno or special pass to | eave the country.

Tajol Rosli said they only need to bring their travel papers and
tickets and could | eave via any exit points.

He said no conpound fines under the Immigration Act such as illega
entry, illegal stay, overstaying or entry using suspect visa, would be
i nposed agai nst those who own up under the ammesty.

Personal details of those who left the country under the amesty nust
be handed over to the authorities at the exit point, he said.

The amesty covered all foreign nationals including their famly
menbers but is focused on illegals fromlndonesia, Bangl adesh, India,
Paki st an, Chi na, Myanmar and sone African countries.

Tajol Rosli called on all illegal inmgrants to take up the chance to
| eave legally under the ammesty.

"Those who entered and worked illegally or overstayed in this country,
occupy squatter areas and governnent |and, estates and farm and should al
take up this chance offered by the governnent,"” he said.

Nati on-wi de | arge scal e enforcenent operations woul d be | aunched soon
after the amesty expired, he said.

"The main target of the operations will be enployers who still enploy
illegal immgrants,” he said.

Tajol Rosli said all airlines and transport conpanies including ferry
operators have been requested to cooperate in this matter

Meanwhil e in MELAKA, the Marine Police foiled an attenpt by seven
I ndonesian illegal immgrants to sneak out of the country to Dumai in
Sumatra through Mel aka port this norning.

State Public Order and Traffic Chief Supt Onn Ahnmad said the nen, aged
between 23 and 38, hid in the boat for five hours before being discovered
by patrol men at about 10. 30am

Onn said it was believed that the illegals paid RV00 each to the boat
tekong or skipper for the trip home.
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