02/ 03/ 1998

PMi npressed with wetl ands rehab

KUALA LANGAT, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad visited
Paya | ndah, the Mal aysi an Wet| ands Sanctuary here yesterday, saying that
he was very inmpressed with on-going work to rehabilitate the peat swanp
forest.

Dr Mahat hir was taken on a four-wheel-drive tour of the wetlands
acconpani ed by Mal aysi an Wet | ands Foundati on chi ef executive officer
Mur al ee Menon and ot her officials.

The tour started with a short on-site briefing before he visited the
| akes whi ch wer e under goi ng rehabilitation work after nonths of sand and
clay m ning.

He al so wal ked al ong several trails al ongsi de canal s dug by | oggers to
transport | ogs.

Once the canal s have been fully rehabilitated, the foundation plans to
i nt roduce canoe rides.

The Prinme M nister was al so shown the vari ous features of the sanctuary
such as a new y constructed boardwal k and t he peat forests.

Dr Mahat hir al so managed to witness the rich birdlife of the area. These
birds had returned to the sanctuary after the rehabilitati on work began in
earnest a few nonths ago.

Thr oughout the visit, Dr Mahathir of fered suggesti ons on howthe place
coul d be nade into a nodel environment-rich tourist attraction.

H s suggestions included planting nore shady trees to make t he sanctuary
nore visitor-friendly.

The sanctuary covers 3, 200ha with plans for a research and devel opnent
centre in wetl ands conservati on and ecol ogy, an i nformation centre, a
restaurant, sone recreational infrastructure and training facilities.

Al so accompanying the Prine Mnister were the Finance Mnistry's
Parliamentary Secretary Dat uk Dr Shafi e Mohd Sal | eh, Sel angor Agricul ture,
Fi sheri es, Research and Devel opnent Conmmi ttee chai rman Dat uk Abdul Fat ah
I skandar and Tel uk Dat uk State Assenbl yman Ei Ki m Hock.

Kual a Langat district officer Mohd Yusop Mat Judi n and Sel angor Land and
M nes director Datuk Mohd Esa Shariff were al so present.
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