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Mahat hi r - Commonweal t h
PM LAUNCHES COVMONVWEALTH GAMES CARN VAL

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oni ght | aunched t he Conmonweal t h Ganes Carnival and called on
Mal aysi ans to be part of the Ganes especially in joining in the festivity
of the opening cerenony on Sept 11.

"The Ganes are held once in four years. Ml aysia may not be host again
for along long time since there are 52 nations in the Cormonweal th," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that while athletes were inportant, spectators were
al so essential to nmake a success of the Ganes.

"We hope on the opening day all seats will be occupied. | hope you will
spend your last ringgit for the Ganmes," he said when addressi ng sone 5, 000
peopl e who attended the |aunch, in Bangsar, here.

"We want the opening cerenony to be a celebration. (This way) we can
express our support for the Conmonweal th Ganes,"” he said.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned
Ali, were net on arrival by Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin
Yassin and the mnistry's parlianentary secretary, Datuk Shahrizat Jalil,
who is Menber of Parlianment for Lenbah Pantai .

Dr Mahathir said that even those who had bought tickets by way of
donati on should use themto watch the various events during the Ganes to be
held until Sept 21.

He hoped that the country's athletes would give their best so that they
could win nmedal s as the whole country would want to share their glory.

The prime mnister also said that Ml aysians should extend their
hospitality to their guests who had cone for the Ganes.

"W want themto have fond nmenories of their stay here. Nothing el se
can be better than good hospitality. If you have sone noney, pay for their
food al so," he said jokingly.

At the function, Dr Mahathir received a total of RWVWb35, 340 from several
conpani es whi ch had bought tickets for the various events.
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