30/ 12/ 1998

PM 1 aunches "~Love The Country' canpaign

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
| aunched the "Love The Country" canpai gn at Angkasapuri, which sought to
increase unity and solidarity of the people in the face of econom c and
political challenges.

The canpai gn i s headed by the Information M nistry.

Anong the canpaign activities are distribution of panphlets and a
nati onwi de "tour" of a book entitled Cetusan Rasa to al | ow Mal aysi ans to
express their love for the country. To date, 80,000 Mal aysi ans have si gned
it.

| nformati on Departnent officers will conduct neet-the-people sessions
where they will give a true picture of the happenings in the country.

Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the canpaign's website at the cerenony
attended by I nformation M ni ster Dat uk Mohamed Rahmat, Deputy M ni ster
Dat uk Sul ei man Mohamad, Parlianentary Secretary Datuk Shafi e Apdal and
mnistry's secretary-general Datuk Zawawi Mahnuddi n.

The canpaign's | ogo conprises the letter Min the nmiddle of a blue
circle, a heart shape behind the letter M and white and yel |l ow stri pes.

The letter Mreflects Mal aysi ans' pride in their country; the heart
shape shows Mal aysi ans' | ove for the nation; and the stripesillustrate
unity, sincerity and sacrifices of the people in supportingthe Governnent
over conme obst acl es.

The use of the colours of the national flag, Jalur Geml ang,
denonstrates national resilience through peace, prosperity and econonic
stability.

In his nessage in the souvenir progranmme, Mhanmed said foreign powers
had used gl obal i sati on to underm ne the sovereignty of countries,

i ncl udi ng Mal aysi a, thus, the inportance of the canpaign.

He sai d they had expl oited peopl e' s hardshi p brought about by the
econom ¢ downturn to realise their agenda of destroying the country's
| eader shi p.

Mohamed said only a united and strong rakyat could thwart such attenpts.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir recorded his New Year's nessage at Wsna TV.
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