02/ 12/ 1998

PM 1| aunches country's first aircraft for export to the US

MALAYSIA'SPRIDE ... Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad gi vi ng
the thunbs up to the country's first aircraft - Aerotiga MD3-160 - which
will be exported to the United States, while Transport M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Ling Liong Sik and Defence M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar | ook
on.

The Prinme Mnister | aunched two of the aircraft at the Syari kat Ml aysi a
Expl osi ves Avi ati on Sdn Bhd production plant in Subang yesterday.

The planes will be shipped to a flying school in Florida under an
agreenment with the US Governnent.

Up to 100 of the pl anes have been ordered by the United States for its
air force's basic flight training.

The Aerotiga is a two-seater all-netal aircraft powered by a 160-
hor sepower Lycomi ng 0-320- D2A engine with a cruising speed of 130 knots
ideally suited for training, |eisure and aerobatics.

The aircraft was originally designed by MDB Fl ugt echni k AG of
Swi t zerl and.

SME Avi ation acquired absolute rights to the project in 1993 and
continued to design and devel op the original certified-prototype to a
fully certified mass production aircraft.

The two aircraft al so received the Export Certification of Airworthiness
i ssued by the Departrent of Civil Aviation in collaboration with the US
Federal Aviation Administration.
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