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PM | auds trade uni ons' conti nuous support

Ashraf Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad has
prai sed trade unions for their continuous efforts in hel ping the

Gover nment overcone the econom ¢ probl ens.

"The Government is very proud that at a time when the country is facing
econom ¢ probl ens, the unions have been together with usintryingto
overconme them" he said today in his Wrkers' Day nessage.

Dr Mahathir paid tribute to the workers and their unions for
under st andi ng t he econom ¢ probl ens and not resorting to industrial action
whi ch woul d have worsened the situation

"They are united, disciplined and responsible in facing the situation,"
he said.

He said the trade unions al so deserved praise for understanding that the
current econom ¢ probl enms were caused by external forces.

"The fall in the value of the ringgit and share prices, deliberately
caused by foreign speculators, has resulted in the current economc
probl ens, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant for the workers to realise that there
were subtle attenpts by external forces to recol onise the country.

"This time, they are not using mlitary or political power to col onise
us. They are now using economi c mght," he said.

The Prime M nister said pressure was continuously being applied on
weaker nations in the region although the value of their currencies and
stocks had fallen.

"Many of their businesses were forced to cl ose and many of their workers
forced out of their jobs," he said. "Certainly, we do not want this to
happen in our country."

Dr Mahat hir said t he Government was naki ng every effort to overcone the
current econonic probl ens.

Steps were being taken to revive and revitalise the national econony, he
sai d.

Various neasures had been taken to i nprove the financial system
including providing credit facilities to boost national econom c
activities, he said.

Dr Mahat hir said the Governnent had al so t aken ot her nmeasures, including
reduci ng i mports and i ncreasi ng exports, enhanci ng productivity,
encour agi ng t he purchase and use of Ml aysi an products as wel |l as
i mproving the quality of |ocal goods.

The Prinme M nister urged workers to be patient in facing the current
econom c situation and to make sacrifices to expedite the econony's
recovery.

"W have to accept the fact that governnent expenditure has to be
reduced as a result of the econom c problens,"” he said. "W have to nake
sacrifices to ensure that the country will continue to devel op."
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