11 JUL 1998
Mahat hi r - LRT
PM COFFI Cl ALLY LAUNCHES NATION S FI RST LRT SYSTEM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 11 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today officially |aunched the STAR Light Rail Transit
(LRT) system which forns System 1 of the Klang Valley integrated LRT
system

The | aunch took place at the Sukan Negara Station in the Bukit Jalil
Sports Conpl ex here.

System 1l is run by Sistem Transit Aliran R ngan Sdn Bhd (STAR), which
started operations on Dec 16, 1996. Since its start, STAR has carried a 30
mllion comuters.

Phase One of the STAR-LRT System | covers a 12 km stretch between
Ampang Station and Jalan Sultan Ismail Station and is served by 13 stations
al ong the route.

Phase Two is a 15 km extension of Phase |, conprising two sections -- A
and B. Section Ais an 11.8 km southern extension fromthe Chan Sow Lin
Station to Komanwel Station while Section Bis a 3.2 kmnorthern extension
fromSultan Ismail Station to Sentul Tinmur Station.

Dr Mahathir also drove an LRT train to the official opening of the
Nati onal Sports Conplex in Bukit Jalil tonight.

Dr Mahathir, together with Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Sik left for Sukan Negara Station fromthe Sultan Ismail Station at around
8.20 p.m

Upon reaching the Sungai Besi Station, which is the last station before
t he Sukan Negara Station, Dr Mahathir took over the driver's seat for the
rest of 24-mnute journey.

After having officially opened the STAR-LRT's network at the Sukan
Negara Station at about 8.50 p.m, Dr Mihathir left to | aunch the natural
gas vehicle (NGV) taxi devel oped by Petroliam Nasi onal Bhd (PETRONAS) known
as "Enviro 2000".

Dr Mahathir then witnessed the handover of the taxi by PETRONAS' s
chairman, Tan Sri Azizan Zainul Abidin to SUKOM N nety Ei ght Bhd's chairnman
Gen (R) Tan Sri Hashi m Mohd Ali.

As part of its contribution to the Kuala Lunmpur 98 XVI Comonweal t h
Ganmes, PETRONAS is sponsoring 400 NGV taxis for SUKOM s use during the
Ganes.

Dr Mahathir was then driven in one of the taxis to the National Sports
Conpl ex.

At the launch of the STAR LRT systemearlier STAR s chairman, Tan Sri
Sal | ehuddi n Mohaned, said the conpany succeeded in conpleting the project
within the targeted period of 30 nonths and budget of RMB.5 billion.

STAR pl anned to bring forward the conpletion date of Section B from
Sultan Ismail Station to Sentul Tirmur Station to Sept 30, 1998 fromthe
earlier targeted date of Dec 31, he added.

The STAR LRT systemis the main high volunme public transportation to
t he Conmonwealth Ganes Village. It is capable of carrying 24,000 passengers
per hour to Bukit Jalil.

Overall, the systemis capable of carrying 33,000 passengers per hour
in one direction with the frequencies of one train in every two m nutes.

Conpany officials said a survey undertaken on behal f of STAR-LRT
recently showed that 98 percent of STAR s conmuters were satisfied with its
service and agreed on the relaibility, predictability and conveni ence of
t he nmode of transport. -- BERNAMVA
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