01 DEC 1998
PM CULTURE
PM ON NEED FOR M SI ANS TO HAVE GOOD NMAI NTENANCE CULTURE

PETALI NG JAYA, Dec 1 (Bernama) -- A culture of good maintenance needs
to be instilled anong Mal aysi ans as the country noves into nore
sophi sticated areas, especially in the aircraft manufacturing and
mai nt enance sectors, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
t oday.

In the case of aircraft maintenance, he said everything nmust be
perfect.

"W are concerned whenever we hear of crashes involving Ml aysian
aircraft...it is inmportant to give the aircraft good flying conditions,
whi ch means we have to be neticul ous. The slightest failure could lead to
fatal consequences,"” he said at the |launch of SME Aviation Sdn Bhd's
made-i n- Mal aysia aircraft known as "Aerotiga (SVE MDD 160).

The aircraft has been fully certified for export to the United States.

The prime mnister said one could not afford to nake mistakes at all in
these critical areas.

"Everything nust be right all the tinme. One must check and re-check so
that the products and mai ntenance are up to the mark," he said.

Dr Mahathir also cited the exanple of a nunmber of Ml aysi ans who owned
yachts and had to engage European crew.

He said this was because nost Ml aysians did not know how to naintain
yachts properly.

Dr Mahathir said although it was nore costly to hire Europeans, they
were worth the noney because they knew how to maintain the yachts.

He said the culture of good nmai ntenance was not practised w dely anong
Mal aysi ans, adding that the Ml aysian standard of maintenance was still not
there.

The difference between the Europeans and Ml aysi ans was that European
culture stressed that everything nust be clean, precise and maintai ned 100
percent up to the required standard, he said.

Asked whet her the | ack of naintenance capability anong Ml aysi ans was
due to lack of skills, Dr Mahathir replied, "There is no question of
skills. Skills we can acquire. Ml aysi ans have the capacity to acquire any
skill but the culture of expecting the best quality is not there.

"The culture of maintenance is not inborn. It is not part of our
physi cal make up but we can change. W have changed all these years. The
peopl e who once pl anted paddy and caught fish are the sane people who are
now building aircraft.”

Dr Mahathir congratul ated SME Aviation for producing and exporting
aircraft.

He said 10 to 15 years ago Mal aysians did not think that they could
produce aircraft that could be exported to devel oped countries.

"However, today this has becone a reality,” he added.

Saying that he was confident that the country could achi eve nmuch
success in the aeronautics field, he cautioned that Ml aysia should not be
overly-anbitious in wanting to produce | arge and sophisticated aircraft.

He said the country's progress nust be in line with its achi evenents.

Dr Mahathir said even if Malaysia could not build very | arge and
sophi sticated aircraft, it could still manufacture vital conmponents and
parts for them -- BERNAVA
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