26/ 08/ 1998

PMon two-day visit to Sarawak fromtonorrow

KUCHI NG, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is
schedul ed to nake a two-day official visit to Sarawak begi nni ng Thursday.

He is expected to fly in with Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali to a
traditional wel cone at the Kuching International airport at 9.45ambefore
being driven to decl are open the Sarawak Ri ver Regul ati on Schene in
Pendi ng at 1lam

After lunch at the Kuching North City Hall office, Dr Mahathir will hold
a nmeet-the-people session at the State i ndoor stadiumat 2.45pm

He will also visit the site of the proposed Sarawak State Li brary near
t he i ndoor stadiumat 4.45pmand attend a di nner at the State Legislative
Assenbly Hall .

Work on the library started on Aug 16, 1996 and i s expected to be
conpl et ed by end of next year. Its main features i ncl ude an auditorium
with a seating capacity of 300, conference and training roons, child care
centre, cafeteria, bookshops and an adm ni strative bl ock.

On Friday, Dr Mahathir will decl are open the Parti Pesaka Bum putera
Bersatu' s triennal del egates conference at 8. 30amat the Sant ubong Resort,
32km from here.

At 10.30am he is scheduled to hold a cl osed-door neeting with State
Bari san Nasi onal |eaders before Friday prayers at Masjid Janek, the State
Mosque.

Dr Mahathir is expected to hold a Press conference at the airport at
2. 45pm before flying back to Kual a Lunpur.

The Sarawak Ri ver Regul ati on Scherme, a RML50 nillion project, conprises
a barrage of five radial gates controlling the fl ow of water on the
Sarawak river, a 125-metre by 25-metre wi de ship | ock, and a 435mfour-
| ane bridge over the barrage and | ock.

This project fornms part of the State's "ring road” al ong t he peri phery
of thecity tomnimsetraffic through the city centre.

Wth this bridge, the Pending Industrial Estate and Denak Laut
Industrial Estate are now connected. Previously, travel between them
required a journey through busy sections of the city.
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