22/ 01/ 1998
PMpr ai ses Mal aysi ans for remai ni ng charitable, caring

Fadzil Ghazali

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad | ast ni ght praised

Mal aysi ans for being able to remain caring and charitabl e during hard
tinmes.

"1 am happy people still come forward to donate. As long as we renmain
resilient and caring, we can parry attenpts to pressure us into
subm ssion,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir was speaki ng i n Kual a Lunpur at the presentati on of school
aid and raya donations to orphans fromthe O phans' Wl fare Associ ation of
the Federal Territory.

The Prinme Mnister al so received RML42, 000 i n donation fromBakti, Halim
Saad Foundation and several individuals on behalf of the welfare
associ ati on.

In his speech, the Prime Mnister stressed the i nportance of a caring
soci ety to ensure harnoni ous |iving.

A caring society is anintegral part of Malaysia's visionto join the
ranks of the devel oped countri es.

Inthis context, Dr Mahathir said the country had achi eved one-third of
its objectives under Vision 2020 in terns of achieving the living
standards of an industrialised nation.

But he al so remi nded hi s audi ence how this march towards 2020 was
di srupted by the currency turmoil inthe region. "W still have 20 years
to go... yet they have taken action (to disrupt the country's progress)".

Dr Mahat hir al so sl ammed certain quarters who have condemed t he
pol i cies of governments in the region and denanded that their | eaders step
down. They accused the governnents of corruption and di scrimnination

"W may not be ideally clean, but we have succeeded in eradicating
poverty and hel pi ng t he needy. This shows that whil e we have weaknesses we
bring positive devel opnent to the country,” he said.

"What they have achieved (on the other hand) is to nake us poorer,"” he
added.
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