14/ 06/ 1998

PMrem nds Bum s about benefits

KUANTAN, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad today rem nded Ml aysi ans,
inparticular Bum puteras who are in confortabl e positions in governnent
and private sectors, to ask thensel ves how national policies and systens
had benefited them

"They don't go up thensel ves," he said, adding the fact that some six
m|lion Bum puteras had been able to invest in various conpani es through
Per nodal an Nasi onal Bhd was a cl ear indication that the Governnent did not
practise cronyism

"W coul d have given them(the shares) to sonebody cl ose to our hearts
but we didn't. Instead, we gave themto these six mllion people," the
Prinme Mnister told reporters after | aunching the RM700 mi | |ion Pahang
Cenent Sdn Bhd plant in Bukit Sagu, about 50kmfromhere.

Asked whet her Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hanmidi was in a
position to speak about cronyi smwhen he hi nsel f was appoi nted by the
Gover nnent as chai rman of Bank Si npanan Nasional, Dr Mahathir said: "I
have no coments."

He had earlier, in his speech, said the country's economni ¢ probl ens were
slowmy seeping intoits politics.

Asked to el aborate, Dr Mahathir said:

"Once the econony i s under stress, the politics will also get into that
stage. For exanple in Indonesia, when the econony was under stress after
t he renmoval of subsidies, there was a political upheaval and the denand
for the Suharto Government to be overthrown. "

On whet her the decision to abolish the unbrella concept in the award of
contracts to build vill age roads was made under pressure due to the
i ncreasing al |l egati ons of cronyi smand nepotism Dr Mahathir said:

"W have never practised cronyi smand nepoti smbut the problemis that
whoever you give (the contracts to) imedi ately becones a crony."

( END)
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