10/ 08/ 1998
PMregrets attitude of athletes, officials (H)

Sai ful Azhar Abdullah; K Bala

LANGKAW , Sun. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad t oday
regretted that sonme athl etes and sports associ ation officials were nore
concerned about their own interests than those of the nation.

He said that such peopl e gave scant regard to the i nterest of the nation
in the com ng Conmonweal t h Games.

Dr Mahat hir said this when asked to comment on the bickering within
certain sports bodies highlighted fromtine to time in the media. Dr
Mahathir is here on an overnight visit.

He had earlier visited the Langkawi | nternational Shooting Range which
will be the only venue outside the Klang Val l ey for the Ganes.

"I don't want to interfere ... but it appears that the disputing parties
shoul d engage i n a boxi ng match and t he wi nner represent the country in
the Garmes, " Dr Mahat hir sai d when asked to conment on the controversy in
badmi nt on.

I n badm nton, the pernicious relationship between feudi ng bodi es, the
Badni nt on Associ ati on of Mal aysi a and professional outfit Nusa Mahsuri,
saw one of the nation's nost tal ented singles players Roslin Hashim
getting the boot for wal king out of the national training canp.

Roslin, who was naned the third singles by the BAMon July 31, skipped
training since | ast Wednesday - one day after he reported to the canp.

BAM had earlier shut the doors on the Nusa Mahsuri shuttler follow ng an
i npasse on a dispute with the professional club over the paynment of
training all owances and tournanent fees.

However, Youth and Sports M nister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin intervened
and BAM agreed to re-open its doors, provided the shuttlers cane through
their respective badmi nton associ ati ons.

Roslin, through the Kel antan BA, found his way back i nto squad, but BAM
excl uded hi s Nusa Mahsuri mate Rashid Sidek. Roslin's personal coach
M sbun Si dek was al so not naned.

Rosl i n, unhappy that M sbun was not invol ved, stayed away fromtrai ni ng,
and was consequently sacked fromthe squad on Fri day.

In gymmastics, "parent politics" created a stir when rhythm c gymast
Farrah Zelina Kemal did not make to the final Ganes squad.

Her parents contested the decision, and there was an attenpt by the
A ynpi ¢ Council of Malaysia to include the gymmast at the expense of
Sari na Sundara Raj ah.

Fol l owi ng that, the fathers of the four sel ected gymmasts i n resonance
threatened to pull their daughters out of the squad, if there was any
change to the sel ection.

On the shooting range, the Prime Mnister said he was happy with the
preparations for the shooting events though there was a need to i nprove on
t he | andscapi ng.
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