08/ 10/ 1998
PMrul es out snap polls “as focus nust be on nanagi ng economny'

Rashi d Yusof
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed.- Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday
rul ed out the possibility of an early general election, sayingit is not
necessary to spread the linmted resources of the country between nmanagi ng
t he econony and the el ecti ons.

Dr Mahathir said this was because hol ding an el ecti on was a bi g j ob when
managi ng the econony al so required the Governnent's full attention.

Further, he said, nost people were still behind the Government including
t he busi ness conmunity.
"My assessment is that people still support the Governnent. W need to

have this Government to handl e the probl emwe are faci ng when we are still
very strong."

At the sanme tinme, Umo had been "solid" despite the recent probl ens
whi | e t he ot her Bari san Nasi onal conponents were al so very supportive of
the Government, he added.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a di al ogue at the end of the two-day
Nati onal Congress on Economi ¢ Recovery: The Way Forward, here. A
partici pant had asked the Prinme M ni ster whet her the Government woul d cal |
for snap polls to showthe world that the present governnent still
comanded t he peopl e' s mandat e.

"At least not for sonme tinme," Dr Mahathir said.

El aborating on the situation in Umo, Dr Mahathir who i s Umo president,
sai d the recent problens had not resulted in any maj or defection fromthe
party. "Apart fromone or two people, the rest are still with the party.
Umo is solid," he said.

Al so, decisions nade by the party were unani nous. Dr Mahathir said the
nunmber of nenbers sacked or issued show cause letters was snall conpared
toits nenbership of 2.4 mllion.

In addition, the strength in Parlianent, in terns of seats, had not
changed very nmuch apart fromone seat. "So, we are still very strong," he
sai d.

He said the situati on would have been different if there had been
whol esal e defections fromthe party.

Dr Mahat hir added the 1987 probl ens were different when there was a
substantial shift away fromthe Governnment when quite a nunber of people
joined Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 and ot hers.

"Not this time. There is no exodus fromthe party,” he said, adding
that: "As far as the party is concerned, we see no signs of people not
wanting to support the present Government."
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