01/ 08/ 1998
PMsatisfied with outcome of visit to Mdzanbi que

Ahmad A Talib in Maputo, Mzanbi que

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad ended his visit to
Mozanbi que yest erday sayi ng he was satisfied with the outcone of his
di scussi ons with government and private sector officials.

"New areas of co-operation have been identified for future
col | aboration,” he said.

Dr Mahathir identified agricultural research and devel opnent, fi nanci al
servi ces and property devel opnent especi al |y housing as areas which have
bi g potential in Mzanbi que.

He said this at a joint Press conference with President Joaqui mAl berto
Chi ssano at the latter's office. Just before the conference, both | eaders
wi t nessed t he signing of the economic, scientific, technical and cul tural
co-operation agreenent.

Ener gy, Posts and Tel ecomuni cati ons M ni ster Dat uk Leo Mbggi e si gned
for Mal aysia whil e the Mbzanbi can Foreign M ni ster Dr Leornardo Si mao
signed for his country. The agreenents spell out broad areas of co-
operation between the two countries.

Said Dr Mahathir: "W are al so | ooking to source sone of our
requi renents fromMozanbi que as this woul d hel p reduce t he trade i mbal ance
which is nowin our favour. O her than three areas, we're studyi ng whet her
it's viable to go i nto cashewnut production and marketi ng.

"I amsatisfied with the outconme of nmy visit. It has helped to
strengthen rel ations and | expect nore interacti on between us at the
mnisterial, official and private sector level. The visit has al so
contributed to cl oser rapport between our two countries,"” he added.

The Prinme M nister was al so given a rare honour when he addressed the
Mozanbi can Cabi net and seni or nenbers of the civil service includingthe
central bank. Asked on this, Dr Mhathir said:

"l was given the honour to share our experiences in many nmatters. The
attack on our currency was one area which | was asked to explain at sone
detail. | also learnt afewthings fromthemwi th regard to their currency
situation which may be useful ."

Chi ssano sai d he was al so satisfied with Dr Mahathir's visit, saying
that a | ot was acconplished even though the visit was short. Dr Mahathir
isthe first Malaysian Prine Mnister to have visited Mzanbi que.

He said that there was so much to | earn fromthe Ml aysi an experi ence,
particularly in equitable wealth distributionandin strengtheningthe
econorny. Myzanbi que, too, had to endure di scrim nation which had to be
overcome if the people were to be free and devel op.

"We now know t hat your econom c probl enms are not brought by yoursel f but
by external forces.

"However, your currency problenms will not stop us fromstrengtheni ng our
relations for the future," he said.

( END)
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