21/ 09/ 1998

PMsatisfied with overall performance of KL Ganes

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yesterday paidtributeto
athl etes and officials as well as Ml aysi ans who have given their full
support to ensure the success of the 16th Commonweal t h Ganes which wil |
come to an end today.

Satisfied with the overall perfornmance of the Ganes, billed to be the
wor| d' s second | argest sports gathering, Dr Mahathir said the Mal aysi an
athl etes have defied all odds to do well.

"They (Mal aysi an at hl etes) have done extremely well ... | did not expect
themto win that many nedal s, especially golds.

"Initially, | was rather pessimstic ... | thought we woul d have enough
probl embei ng the host and we woul d not be able to wi n any nedal but they
have done wel | ," he told newsnen after visiting the main press centre of
t he Commonweal th Ganmes i n Kual a Lunmpur yest er day.

The Kual a Lunpur Ganes has seen nore than 5,000 athletes from70
participating countries and territories participatingin various events
hel d i n Kual a Lumpur, Shah Al amand Langkawi since Septenber 11.

"Sonebody told nme that they regret that it (the Ganes) was conming to an
end tonorrow (today). They thought it should go on forever. Everybody
seens to be enjoying thensel ves.

"I think the Games has been going on very well, nuch better that |
expected. | amhappy with the progress of the Ganes and hope not hi ng
happens in the one nore day to go. | hope everybody will go back happy,"
he added.

On whet her the Government will declare a public holiday for the success,
Dr Mahathir said: "I amseriously thinking about it. | don't know when is
the ideal time ..."

On whet her the disnmissal of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mas Deputy Prine
M ni ster and Fi nance M ni ster on Septenber 2 had caused any disruption to
the Ganes, Dr Mahathir said he considered it "a minor distraction”.

"I think we are nore focused on the Ganes. W are very happy. W are
quite rel axed, we are not unduly worried of anything.

"As you woul d notice, the people here seened to be enjoying t hensel ves,
it doesn't | ook like they have any political problem In fact, sonebody
suggested that | should hold el ections nowas | will w n hands down," he
added.

Bernama reports: Britain's Queen Elizabeth Il arrived in Kuala Lunpur
yesterday for a four-day state visit.

The queen was acconpani ed by t he Duke of Edi nburgh and the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Conmmonweal th Affairs, Robin Cook.

This is the queen's first visit to Mal aysia since 1989 when Kual a Lunpur
host ed t he Conmonweal t h Heads of Gover nment Meeti ng.

The royal couple was net on arrival at the Bunga Raya conpl ex of KL
International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang, near here, by Education M nister
Dat uk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who is the mnister-in-attendance, and Hunman
Resources M nister Datuk Li mAh Lek, who is the minister-in-attendance for
t he Duke of Edi nburgh.

They are the first users of the new y-conpleted RMBO mllion WIP
conpl ex.

Meanwhi | e, the queen attended a church service at the St Mary's Anglican
Cat hedral at Jalan Raja, in Kuala Lunpur.

After the 45-mi nute service, the queen, who was acconpani ed by t he Duke



of Edi nburgh, met menbers of the congregation and Sunday School, who sang
hymms during the nass.

The royal couple then adjourned to Carcosa Seri Negara where they net
Commonweal t h Ganmes gol d nedal | i sts.

A wel coning cerenony will be held for the queen at Parlianent Square
t oday norni ng.

She will neet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad before
touring the International Zone and the Nati onal Stadiumat the National
Sports Conplex in Bukit Jalil, where she will officially close the Ganes.

The queen i s al so schedul ed to open an exhi bition at the Kual a Lunpur
City Centre and visit a British/ Ml aysian education establishnment, a
centre for disadvantaged children and a centre for blind people.

The Duke of Edi nburgh will have separate engagenents incl udi ng a neeting
with key players in Malaysia's financial services sector and avisit to
Cyberjaya for a briefing on the Multimedi a Super Corridor.
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