04/ 07/ 1998

PMsl ans | ocal Press for negative reports

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yesterday | anbasted t he
| ocal nedia for being nore interested in selling papers by printing
negative reports on the country.

"We have the Press in our country ... but they sel domhel p us but enjoy
criticising the Governnent. If we say we are doing sonething for the
country, they will report it negatively.

"I amsad as the Press should help us solve problens ... but they are
nore concerned about selling their papers and report negatively on
everything," he sai d when presenting excell ent service awards to staff of
the Prime Mnister's Departnent in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Dr Mahathir was referring to the recent coverage by maj or newspapers of
the problens at the KL International Airport in Sepang when it opened for
commrer ci al operations on Tuesday.

"The probl ems at the KLI A were sensationalised (by the papers) ... other
airports in the US were not able to function at all when first opened ..
| uggage was | ost but when it happens here, reports are played up," he
sai d.

"When we have a successful project, they do not say anything. This is
not hel pi ng i n sol ving probl ens.

"I'f we set up funds to revive the econony, they ask if it is to help
specific people ... it is as though the fund is to hel p sel ected
i ndividuals ... certain nanmes will be nmentioned.

"I amhappy that unlike the Press, the civil servants do not pose a
probl embut help us instead,” the Prine Mnister added.
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