26/ 06/ 1998
PMto be on first flight out of KLIA

Shar eem Anty

SEPANG, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will be on
board the first flight out of the Kuala Lunpur International Airport when
it begins comrercial operations on the nmorning of June 30.

The Mal aysia Airlines B777 aircraft, flight MHL432, is schedul ed to take
off for Langkawi at 7am

It is understood that Dr Mahathir will stay in Langkawi until about 5pm
before flying back to Kual a Lunpur.

A Mal aysia Airports Berhad spokesman said today Dr Mahat hir woul d al so
be at KLIA to witness the all-night operation to transfer equipnent from
the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport in Subang to KLIA.

The transfer exercise, nicknamed "The Bi g Move", involves the shifting
of essential equi prment and any aircraft remai ni ng at the Subang airport.

"Dr Mahathir is scheduled to arrive at KLI A about 10pm when he will
wat ch a convoy carryi ng equi pment fromSubang reach KLI A, " t he spokesman
sai d.

"He will also be staying at the hotel (located in the satellite building
whi ch services international flights) that night."

Bel i eved to be t he bi ggest such nove ever in the country, the exercise
will involve nore than 1,600 |lorries and nust be conpleted within five
hours and fifteen m nutes before commerci al operations in KLIAKick off.

The nove will also largely mark the end of operations in Subang, except
for donestic flights conducted by local airlines Berjaya Air, AirAsia,
Transni |l e and Pel angi Air.

Meanwhi | e, the | ast passenger trials involving about 1,000 vol unteers
fromseveral tourist agencies, accounting bodi es and hotel s were al so held
at KLI A today.

The trials sawthe "passengers” go through the routine of checking into
or di senbarking 49 simnul ated i nternational and donmestic flights, 20
arriving and 29 departing.

Sone of the passengers started their journey by boarding buses at the
hockey stadi umon Jalan Duta to test the efficiency of the dedi cated bus
service to KLIA

The Yang di-Pertuan Agong will officially launch KLIAin aglittering
cerenmony on Sat urday ni ght.
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