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PMto people: Don't listen to runours

Ram an Sai d; Tony Emmanuel

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t oni ght
advi sed Mal aysi ans to rermai n united and thwart attenpts by unscrupul ous
peopl e spreading rumours to create chaos.

"Don't listen to such basel ess stories,” he said, adding that he
expected nore such runours to surface in the near future.

The Prine M nister said this when asked to conment on runours that
i mm grants had taken up arns against the authorities, reportedly in the
Chow Kit area. The runpurs were rife |late afternoon and toni ght.

"There is no truth to these clains, sone of themspread over the
Internet, that foreigners have arned t hensel ves," Dr Mahathir, who is al so
Umo president, told a Press conference after chairing the party's suprene
counci|l neeting at Menara Dato Onn.

Earlier, at a separate function, |nspector-General of Police Tan Sri
Rahi m Noor di sm ssed runours of | ndonesi ans stocking up on vari ous
weapons, nostly parangs, as a prelude to riots in the Klang Vall ey.

Kual a Lunmpur police chi ef Datuk Kamaruddin Ml Ali tonight denied the
sanme runour after receiving several calls saying there were di sturbances
in the area.

Kamar uddi n said this was the work of runour nongers. Police were trying
to identify them

Pol i ce woul d not hesitate to detain those invol ved and charge themin
court, he said.

El aborating on his comments, Dr Mahathir said: "There are el ements who
are out to create problens and chaos, even resorting to spread such
mal i ci ous cl ai ns over the Internet. These people are traitors."

Asked who these el ements were, Dr Mahathir said they were both
foreigners and | ocal s.

"We nust renain united agai nst such el enents,” he said.

On efforts toidentify and initiate action against those abusing the
Internet to create chaos, the Prinme M nister said: "What can we do ... If
we coul d do sonet hing, we woul d have done so.

"They use the Internet, how do we identify then?"

He added that authorities would now consider nmonitoring bulletin boards
on the Internet but stressed that identifying the senders woul d not be
easy.

Besides this, Dr Mahathir said there were el enents who had used bulletin
boards on the Net to discredit Islamand pit Mislins agai nst non-Mislins.

Dr Mahathir cited clainms of howa Mislimman turned into a pig upon
deat h. Those responsi bl e even professed to have wi de know edge of |slam

"I'n fact these people are not who they claimto be. Are we (Mislins)
that stupid or gullible to believe such runours?" he said.

Dr Mahat hir said the suprene council also discussed at |ength the
di spute with Si ngapore over the rel ocati on of the Custons, | nmgrations
and Quarantine checkpoint in Tanjong Pagar.

He said the suprene council had given its fullest support to the
Governnent on its handling of the issue, includingthe decisionnot to
rel ocate to Wodl ands as denanded by Si ngapore.

On whet her Umo would initiate a nmeeting to discuss the matter, Dr
Mahat hir said it had no such pl ans.

( END)



	PM to people: Don't listen to rumours (NST 08/08/1998)

