15/ 06/ 1998
PMtells foreign investors not to meddle in politics

Al ex Choong; Ai non Mhd

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
today t hat Mal aysi a wel comes forei gn investnents but warned t hat such

i nvestors should not neddle in the country's politics.

"These foreign investors nmust not use their economi c power to exert
political influence here. It is not their business to do so."

Dr Mahat hir said: "W are capabl e of nmanagi ng our country politically,
and we do not want foreign investors to gain benefits only for thensel ves,
and play arolein determning the country's | eadershi p and ot her issues.”

He added that the country was open to foreign investnents and there were
anmpl e opportunities for investors to nmake profits which woul d al so benefit
t he peopl e.

Dr Mahat hir said this when | aunchi ng t he Bari san Nasi onal Youth Carniva
at Merdeka Square. BN conponent party | eaders and the corporate sector
donated nore than RMB nmillion to the National Special Fund.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi ans were capabl e of determining their own
| eaders and assi st the Governnent in efforts to devel op the country.

He said the people's efforts could be seen in responding to the
Government's call to buy l|ocal products, and travel to |local tourist
destinati ons which would helpto "free us" fromthe pressures of using
i mported goods.

He said the econom ¢ downturn caused by external forces had not caused
di sunity anong t he vari ous races.

"Instead, the unity is solid ... we are not shaken by any efforts to
split us. Whether we are | ban, Kadazan, Murut, Bajau, Ml ays, Chinese,
Mel anau or Indians ... we are united," he said.

Dr Mahat hir spoke of the racial riots in 1969 where disparity of wealth
was quite evident.

Si nce then, he said, the Governnent, supported by the people, had taken
actionindistributing the nation's weal th equally.

"As such, the feeling of jeal ousy anong the races has been greatly
reduced. "

The Prime Mnister said the fact that people of various races could
gat her here today w t hout fear of any possible riots "is the country's
great est achi evenent.”

He al so said that the nation's growh could be attributed to the
"intrinsic strength" of the people, adding that this had spared the
country fromseeking external help

"When we seek hel p fromothers, they will inpose conditions which w |l
make us subservient to them W have attai ned i ndependence and we do not
wi sh to be domi nated anynore."

Dr Mahathir said the people had proven their love and |oyalty for the
country by their willingness to contribute the best they could to the
Nati onal Special Fund to hel p revive the econony.

"Wth this attitude, we can protect our nation's sovereignty and
i ndependence so that we can revive the econony and attain the devel oped
nation status in 2020," he sai d.
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