11/ 03/ 1998
PMtells Myanmar: Consi der adopting standard practices of the world

Zai non Ahmad in Yangon

MALAYSI A has advi sed Myanmar | eaders that in the best interest of their
country, they shoul d consi der adopting certain standard practices or
val ues t hat have been accepted by the international conmunity.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad who is on a two-day visit
to Myanmar said while it was the right of the governnent in power to
adm ni ster the country, it could not ignore international standards in
"certain matters".

A country which is a nenber of the international conmunity coul d not be
cocooned agai nst ot her people's opinions and criticisns, he told Myanmar
| eaders during their neetings with himand his del egati on on Monday.

Shortly after his arrival to a red-carpet wel come and a 19-gun sal ute,
he net with the chairman of the ruling State Peace and Devel opnent
Council, Gen Than Shwe, who is also Prinme Mnister, and SPDC secretary Lt-
Gen Khim Nyunt at the Sein Le Kantha State Guesthouse.

Later Dr Mahat hir and his del egati on, whi ch i ncluded Forei gn M ni ster
Dat uk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , nmet Myanmar governnment of ficials at the house
of Parlianment.

Abdul I ah, who briefed Mal aysian journalists after the neeting, said the
meeti ng al so di scussed Myanmar' s new constitution being drafted by the
Nati onal Convention set up in 1990.

He said Dr Mahat hir asked whether the drafting coul d be speeded up even
t hough he understood that the NC had come up agai nst probl ens which could
not be easily resol ved.

The Mal aysi ans were told that these problens had to do with the various
et hni c groups that were vehenently agai nst integratingintothe nmainstream
Myanmar soci ety.

Dr Mahathir told the Myanmar officials the Mal aysi an experi ence of race
rel ati ons enphasi sed on tol erance i n resol ving racial or ethnic issues.

He sai d tol erance shoul d al so be observed when dealing with religi ons of
ot hers.

When asked whet her the question of Rohi ngyas who are Muslins of Myanmar
fleeing the country was rai sed, Abdul |l ah sai d Mal aysi a had nmenti oned t hat
sonme illegal inmmgrants in Mal aysi a had cl ai med t hey were fromMyannar.

Dr Mahat hir suggested that the Myanmar anbassador i n Kual a Lunmpur make
efforts to verify their status, and if they were confirmed to be from
Myanmar, then the country shoul d t ake t hem back.

Gen Than Shwe agreed to the suggesti on and sai d sonme senior officials
woul d be sent to Malaysia to help their enbassy inthis matter. The two
si des al so di scussed the currency i ssues and the econom c probl ens
besetting the region.

Myannmar agreed with Mal aysia's suggestion of using local currencies in
regional trade. It also agreed that the use of barter trade was
accept abl e.
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