12/ 09/ 1998

PMto head panel for “virtual' conference

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will head a panel

di scussion, which will be held via a video-conferencing session, during
the Multimedia Asia ' 98 exhibition which will be held from Sept 29 to Cct
2.

The si x-menber panel of | ocal and foreign academni ci ans and economi sts
make up a "Virtual Commonweal th" - a framework for dial ogue on issues of
governance in the i nformati on age.

Local panelists for the world's first "Virtual Commonweal th" conference
are Mul tinedi a Devel oprrent Cor por ati on Sdn Bhd executive chairman Tan Sri
O hnman Yeop Abdul | ah and the secretary of the National |nformation
Technol ogy Council Tengku Datuk Dr Azzman Shari f f adeen.

Forei gn panelists, who are going to give their input fromdifferent
cities, are the Wrl d Bank president James Wl f ensohn, the European Uni on
Commi ssi oner for industrial affairs (I T and Tel co) Martin Ber genman and
Harvard University's dean of the John F. Kennedy School of Governnent Dr
Joseph Nye.

Wl f ensohn woul d be gi ving his comments and vi ews fromNew York, Nye
woul d gi ve his fromBoston, bothin the United States, while Bergenman
woul d gi ve his views from London.

The noderator for the panel discussionis Institute of Strategic and
I nternational Studi es Mal aysi a chai rman and chi ef executive officer Tan
Sri Dr Noordin Sopi ee.

"Virtual Commonweal th" is a framework for di al ogue based on the notion
of pronoting the cormonweal th and creating a gl obal framework for shared
prosperity, well-being and wel fare.

Announci ng this yesterday at a Press conference i n Kual a Lunpur, Ener gy,
Tel econmuni cati ons and Posts M ni ster Datuk Leo Mbggi e said the "Virtual
Commonweal t h' s" thene woul d be "Governance i n an I nt ernet wor ked Wrl d:
Towards a G obal Civilised Society".

Topi cs i ncl ude human rights, roles, responsibilities and rel ati onshi ps
in pronoting human di gnity and soci o-economni ¢ justice, he said.

The event will be held on the evening of the opening day of MVA ' 98 at
t he Pal ace of the Gol den Horses in Sungai Besi, Kuala Lunpur.

"Such an attenpt has never been undertaken anywhere in the worl d before.
The “Virtual Conmonweal th' at MVA ' 98, which is conceptualised and will be
operationalised wholly by Mal aysians, will be a world s first," said
Tengku Azzman, who i s al so M nos Bhd chi ef executive officer.

Guests to the event are by invitation only and they woul d i ncl ude CEGCs
of conpani es participating at MVA'98 as well as rel ated conference and
wor kshops del egat es.

MVA '98 is a forumto facilitate conpanies interested inthe Miltinedi a
Super Corridor to discuss, be heard and be i nformed by officers fromthe
hi ghest | evel of the Government, NI TC and MSC.

This year's exhibition offers a showase of | ocal and international
| eadi ng edge | T and mul ti nedi a t echnol ogi es, architecturemapplications,
systens and servi ces.

Whi | e the nunber of exhibitors have yet to be confirnmed, MVA '98 is
expected to attract about 20, 000 visitors.

At the press conference, Mdggi e al so wi t nessed sponsorshi p presentation
by Sout hern Bank Bhd and Sun M crosystens Mal aysi a Sdn Bhd for the four-
day exhi bition.
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