17/ 05/ 1998

PMt hi nki ng hard over choi ce of new CM

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - The new Chief M nister of Sabah to repl ace Dat uk
Yong Teck Lee will be announced soon, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

"l have been thinking very hard ... all the way. When the tine is right,
I will informyou,” Dr Mahathir said at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
International Airport in Subang upon arrival fromhis official eight-day
visit to Egypt and Sudan.

The Sabah Bari san Nasi onal conponent party | eaders with whomDr Mahathir
met on May 7, had gi ven hi mthe mandate to choose the next Chief Mnister.
Yong's termends on May 27.

Dr Mahat hir had sai d he woul d make t he announcenent when he returned
from Egypt and Sudan.

The new Chief Mnister will conplete the first round of the rotation
systemi npl emented i n 1994 when t he BN t ook over the State adm nistrati on.

Asked i f he woul d be visiting Sabah in the next 12 days, Dr Mahathir
said he had no pl ans.
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