28/ 11/ 1998

PMthrows a challenge to "reformasi' supporters

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
threw a chal  enge to supporters of the reformasi novenent to stand for
election if they want to change the | eadership.

Speaki ng at a gathering of State BN Youth, Dr Mahathir said:

"This is a denocratic country. If we want to change t he | eadership, we
do so through el ections. If they think they comrand the support of the
peopl e, then they should stand for election.”

However, he said those who hel d denmpbnstrations in support of the
ref ormasi nmovenent did not dare to stand for el ection

"All we (BN nenbers) need is a healthy m nd. W don't need to wear a
headband, go to the streets and shout, burn notorcycles and throw Ml ot ov
cocktails.

"By using our heads, we can ensure who becones our | eader," he said at a
gat hering of State BN Yout h.

Dr Mahat hir said the West was now criticising Ml aysi a because the
"puppet" that it was grooming to take over the | eadership was unable to do
so.

He said the Wst was not in a position to question Mal aysia's judicial
systembecause its own systemwas corrupt.

"A person who accepted noney for his el ection canpai gn was not tried
because his friends who deci de on whether or not he shoul d be prosecuted,
deci ded that he shoul d be | et off the hook," he said.

He said this clearly showed that corruption was still alive and ki cki ng
in the Wst.

"And t hese are the people who cone to Malaysia to tell us what to do.

"They shoul d | ook at thenselves in the mrror before criticising
ot hers," he said.

( END)
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