13/ 08/ 1998
PMto chair panel to promote P. Kl ang (HL)

Kang Si ew Li

I N stepping up a gear the pronotion of Port Kl ang as the national |oad
centre, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has agreed to chair
a special conmmittee to spearhead the canpai gn

The committee will conprise representatives fromthe mnistries of
Transport and I nternati onal Trade and | ndustry, port authorities, the
Sel angor Governnent, freight forwarders, hauliers, inporters and
exporters, chanbers of comerce and ot her rel evant bodi es.

It will ensure that every single link in the transport chain play arole
in pronoting Port Klang as a national and regional |oad centre.

The Cabi net, Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said, feels
that the responsibility should not be shoul dered by only the Transport
M ni stry and port operators.

"I't should be atotal national effort,” Dr Ling told reporters in Kual a
Lumpur yesterday after attendi ng the weekly Cabi net neeti ng.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Ling had in recent weeks stressed the need for the
i ndustry players to consolidate efforts to pronote the port, both locally
and regionally.

Dr Ling said the Prime Mnister has agreed to chair the specia
conmttee which is ained at outlining plans and strategies to ensure
success of the canpaign.

It is not i Mmediately known when the conmittee will hold its first
neeti ng.

The ministry will nmonitor responses fromlocal inporters and exporters
to the Governnment's call to use local ports. "W (the Transport Mnistry)
will do this all the time and port operators are to keep tabs on the
nunber of vessels calling at their respective ports.”

He reiterated the i nportance and urgency of transform ng Port Klang into
the national |oad centre in view of the fast-changing shipping patterns
among maj or |ines throughout the world.

Shi ppi ng conpani es, he said, are conglonerating into a few gi ant
conpani es and their vessels are al so beconing | arger.

"As aresult, they would in the future only call at ports where there is
a |l ot of cargo. Making Port Klang as a |l oad centre will ensure that these
main |ine vessels continue to cone here."”

One such main Iine vessel which will be calling at West Port is the
6, 000- TEU (20-ft equival ent units) Dani sh container ship, Regina Mersk.

It is making its nmmiden call at the port on August 24.

"At the end of the day, the country will benefit fromthis (main line
calls) as it opens up a whole new area of growh in terns of ship
bunkering, ship handling, ship repair, ship-building, shippinginsurance
and banking," he said.

Due the the present economic situation, Dr Ling said, Port Klang's
t hroughput is expected to drop this year

Last year, Port Klang handled 1.7 million TEUs, an i ncrease of 19.5 per
cent from 1996

He attributed the anticipated drop to a | ower inport vol une, whi ch woul d
nmost likely fall further given the ringgit's weakness.

"Nonet hel ess, we expect this drop to be offset by the country's rising
exports and transhi pnent cargo. In fact, transhi pment cargo has increased
by about 30-40 per cent inthe first fewnonths of this year conpared with
t he year-ago period," he added.



At present, Ml aysian ports handl e about three mllion TEUs (20-f oot
equi val ent units) a year, 1.7 mllion TEUs of which go through Port Kl ang.
Another 1.2 million TEUs go t hrough the Si ngapore port.

"In fact, if we can get back sone one nillion TEUs from Si ngapore, we
may not feel the decline," he said.

Dr Ling said with total national effort, he hopes Port Kl ang's
t hroughput will increase as users becone nore aware of the benefits of
using | ocal ports to ship their goods.

( END)



	PM to chair panel to promote P. Klang (HL) (NST 13/08/1998)

