04/ 11/ 1998

PMto have dial ogue with participants of I T conference

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad wil |
have a di al ogue wi th partici pants of a conference on Accel erating the
Est abl i shnent of CAD & I C (M crochip) Design Industry in Ml aysia at the
Putra World Trade Centre this Friday.

The two-day conference whi ch begins on Thursday, is jointly organi sed by
t he Mal aysi an- Government G oup for High-Technol ogy (M ght), the Prinme
M nister's Department, the Mal aysi an Technol ogy Devel opment Cor por ati on
(MIDC) and the Mul ti medi a Devel oprment Corporation. It will be managed by
Ami ca Technol ogi es (M Sdn Bhd.

The conference aims to gather all the main stakehol ders towards
establishing a win-win situation through Snart partnershi ps anong
t echnopreneurs, acadenics and financiers fromthe United States,

Organi sation of Islanm c Conference nenber countries and Mal aysi a.

Among themare Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Razak, Science
Adviser to the Prime Mnister's Departnment Tan Sri Dr Orar Abdul Rahman,
Paki st ani Anbassador Miusa Javed Chohan, M npbs Bhd presi dent Dat uk Dr
Tengku Mohd Azzman Shari f f adeen, MIDC CEO Anuar Md Nor, Lucent
Technol ogi es' Bell Labs senior scientist Dr Fatehy M El-Turky and Apti x
Cor poration CEO and presi dent Dr Anr Mhsen.

The key di scussi on areas are Strategi c Approaches towards establishing
conput er - ai ded design (CAD) and integrated circuit (I C) industry for
Mal aysi a; | nternational Experience; Coll aboration between Educati onal
Institutions, Industry and the Governnent to establish industries, and
Smart partnership between O Ccountries, Ml aysia and the United States.

Ani ca Technol ogi es (M Sdn Bhd presi dent and CEO Mohammad M nhaj Khokhar
said the creation of the microchip design industry in Ml aysia woul d
enhance t he t echnol ogy transfer and conpetency, industrial conpetitiveness
and boost future grow h.

"The industry will strengthen the value-chain of Ml aysia's
manuf acturing cluster and is aligned to the vision and objectives of the
Second I ndustrial Master Plan.

"It is anticipated that the accel eration of the microchip design
i ndustry will spearhead the nurturing and growth of own brand of
manuf acturing practices in Malaysia,” he saidin an interviewat Balai
Berita. The New Straits Tinmes is the official newspaper for the
conf erence.

Al t hough Malaysia is the fourth | argest seni-conductor exporter in the
wor | d, Mohanmad M nhaj said the country's real export value "is marginal"”
due to its linmted role as an assenbl er.

"By becom ng a manufacturer, we will be able to increase export, reduce
trade deficit and get the el ectric and el ectroni c i ndustries which are
prime movers of Mal aysia's econony, revived and revitalised.

"By making Mal aysia the centre of mcrochip design, the country can
expect toincrease its earnings by RM4 billion a year within five years
or RMBO billion a year over the next 10 years.

"The total job creation fromthe downstreamindustries is over 50,000
within five years and 120,000 within 10 years," he added.

For nore i nformation on the conference, call Mohammad M nhaj/ Yasmi ne at
03-9592400 or Sheriffah Noor Khanmseah Al-1did of Mght at 03-2945821.
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