05/ 12/ 1998

PMto | aunch yacht attenpting to set a record

LANGKAW , Fri. - For Azhar Mansur, who will soon attenpt to becone the
first Malaysian to sail solo around the worl d, tonorrow s cerenony where
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will "bless" his yacht Jal ur
Gemilang will usher in the countdown to his journey.

The cerenony at the Awana Porto Malai marina, is an indicator of the
strong support whi ch Dr Mahat hir and vari ous cor porat e bodi es have gi ven
himto enbark on the tough 21,600 nautical mle voyage which will begin
tentati vel y between Jan 25 and 30 after the fasting nonth.

Thi s show of support is also a source of inspiration for the hardy
seanman to achi eve his dreamand show the "~ Ml aysi a Bol eh' spirit.

At the narina yesterday, Azhar was busy cleaning his RV2 nmillion hi-tech
yacht which has beenrefitted after his gruelling 5,000 nautical nile
journey to Mal aysi an wat ers.

Wil e his i nmedi ate focus was on the bl essing and of ficial |aunching
cerenony by Dr Mahathir, he was al so busy with the other nitty gritty
matters for the VIP' s visit, such as the shore operati ons base at the
Awana Resort.

This roomw || be the conmuni cation nerve centre while Azhar is at sea
From here, every inch of his progress at sea will be chartered.

The world record attenpt will also be nonitored via satellite by
officials fromthe United Ki ngdom based Wrld Maritine body.

"Besi des nonitoring my progress at sea, the base will display the
i nventory, such as equi pnent, food and clothings | take with me," said
Azhar, who has psyched hinself for the feat which will make himthe first
Mal aysian to sail solo and non-stop round the gl obe.

This inventory will be on display for the benefit of yachting
ent husi asts and other visitors to the island until he sets sail.

Azhar has al so been very busy attending to personal matters which nust
be sorted out before he | eaves.

He is well aware of the dangers to his life while at sea.

"l have to sort out various personal matters for | nay not cone back,"
he added.

It was on Dec 3 | ast year that Azhar was introduced to Dr Mahathir and
al so t he nodel of the yacht during the Langkawi I nternational Maritinme and
Aer ospace Exhibition

Due to shortage of funds, he had earlier been unable to take delivery of
t he yacht.

But exactly a year after, his dreamhas becone a reality - the Prine
M nister is launching and bl essing t he yacht.
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