18/ 11/ 1998

PMto be founder patron of body nooted i n Vancouver

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad has agreed to becone t he
founder patron of the Partnership for Equitable G owth proposed by the
Apec Busi ness Advi sory Council in Vancouver |ast year, an ABAC of fi ci al
sai d yesterday.

PEG which will act as a catal yst for private sector involvenent in
Economi ¢ and Techni cal Cooperation initiatives such as the Apec IT
Education Initiative, the Asian Gas Gid Project, Cean Technology in
Chi na and Kual a Lunpur Plan for Apec Scholars, is expected to start
operation by early 1999.

"The target is to set up PEG by year-end and its incorporation conpl eted
by Jan 31, 1999," the chair of PEG Task Force Tan Sri Francis Yeoh said.
Based in Kuala Lunpur, it will operate as a non-profit distributing

organi sation with its own | egal and i ndependent personnel, he said.

"PEG menbers wi || consi st of individual corporation or consortium of
corporations fromthe 21-nmenmber Apec econom es, with a maxi num nunber of
t hree conpani es fromeach econony," he said.
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