21 FEB 1998

PM TO DELI VER KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT SMART PARTNERSHI P DI ALOGUE

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 21 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wi |l deliver a keynote address at the first National Snart
Part nershi p Di al ogue 1998 (NSPD 98) begi nning March 2, which will | ook at

how economi c recovery could be instituted through smart partnership.

H's will speak on "National Smart Partnership Approach to Devel opnent
Si nce | ndependence” at the two-day dial ogue, organi sed by Ml aysian
I ndustry - Government G oup For Hi gh Technol ogy (M GHT).

Joi nt-chai rman of the National Organising Cormmittee for the dial ogue,
who is also the Science Advisor to the Prine Mnister's Departnment Tan Sri
Dat uk Omar Abdul Rahman said the dial ogue, thened "Econom c Recovery
Through Smart Partnership” will be an inportant event in speeding up the
country's econonmi c recovery.

Briefing the nedia on the dial ogue, he said:"W need to hold a dial ogue
anong oursel ves and devel op, understand and di ssem nate i deas generated on
how to overcone the current econom c crisis via smart partnership.

About 300 participants, including key governnment |eaders, senior
officers, political party |eaders, corporate |eaders and seni or nanagers,
prof essi onal s, union | eaders and non-government organi sations will
participate in the four-sessions dial ogue.

The di al ogue, to be held at Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel is in
col l aboration with several institutions which include anong others, the
Acadeny of Science Ml aysia, Comonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy
Managenent and the Institute of Strategic and International Studies (I1SIS).

O hers include, the Ml aysian Institute of Econom c Research (MER),

Mal aysi an Technol ogy Devel opnent Corporation (MIDC), the National Chanber
of Commerce and I ndustry Mal aysia (NCCIM and Technol ogy Park Ml aysi a.

After addressing the dialogue, Dr Mahathir will act as a noderator for
the first dial ogue session on "Strengthening National Resilience Through
Smart Partnership - Roles of Private Sector, Labour and Government".

Econonmi ¢ Advi sor to the Government Tun Dai m Zai nuddin is al so expected
to attend the di al ogue and provide a donmestic perspective on current issues
in the country during the dial ogue's second session to be noderated by
Transport mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.

A Wrld Bank representative and the Philippines' secretary of finance
Sal vador M Enriquez Jr are also expected to talk on international and
regi onal perspectives respectively.

M nister of International Trade and Industry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz
will be the noderator for the third session, on the second and final day of
t he di al ogue, which will discuss the thene "Strategies For Recovery Through
Partnering - Economic Industry and Price Stability."

Meanwhi |l e, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar will deliver a speech
on "Back on 2020 Track Through Smart Partnerhip" in the concludi ng session
of the dial ogue before officially closing the neeting.

Dr Orar said the dial ogue was inspired fromthe success of a series of
i nternational smart partnership dialogues held | ocally and abroad.

"The i naugural Langkawi International Dialogue held in 1995, foll owed
by another in 1996 and 1997, as well as the first Southern African
I nternational D alogue, and the Barbados International D al ogue (BID 96)
have proven the popularity of smart partnerships and its acceptance and
practice by a large comunity," he added. -- BERNANA
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