04/ 07/ 1998

PMupset over | ocal Press for publishing negative reports

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said he
was upset with the | ocal newspapers for publishing negative reports
i nstead of hel ping the Governnment to resol ve probl ens.

Speaki ng at the presentation of excellent service awards for the Prine
M ni ster's Department enpl oyees at Pusat |slamtoday, Dr Mahathir said the
newspapers in the country sel domhel ped t he Gover nrent .

"They are nore keen to criticise the Governnent. If we were to say
sonet hing, they reported it in a negative manner.

"I amvery upset because the newspapers shoul d be hel ping us to resol ve
probl ens, but they are nore inclined to sell their products and publish
negative reports on everything."

The Prime M nister cited the opening of the Kual a Lunpur Internationa
Airport in Sepang as an exanpl e, where the probl ens that cropped up were
exaggerated. He said there were airports in the United States which, when
opened, could not function at all.

"You coul d not even coll ect the baggage as they went missing," the Prine
M ni ster added

Dr Mahathir said when it happened in this country, they played up the
stories.

However, the successes achi eved were hardly given any publicity, the
Prinme Mnister said, adding that this did not help in the economc
recovery.

Dr Mahat hir al so sai d when the Governnent established a fund to assi st
traders, they (the newspapers) asked whether it was only to assi st certain
peopl e.

"I't appears as if when t he Governnent established a fund worth billions
of ringgit, it is only to help one particul ar person.”

Lat er when asked by reporters whet her the Government woul d cut sal ari es
of its enployees if the econonmic situation did not inmprove, Dr Mahathir
said: "Maybe ... if the Press does not co-operate."

Asked to comment on the use of the RVb billion Infrastructure
Devel oprment Fund to finance the construction of infrastructure projects in
the Mul tinedi a Super Corridor, he said the fund was not solely for MSC

"W need to provide the fund because we need the infrastructure and al so
because of the spin-off effect fromthis economic activity to 140 ot her
i ndustries."

Dr Mahathir said the projects included the construction of roads,
provision of water and el ectricity supply and ot her infrastructure
projects that had been approved but did not have the funds.

Asked whet her the State Governnent woul d be encouraged to spend on
infrastructure projects, he said they could do so if they had the funds

The Prine M nister was al so asked whet her there woul d be stiff
conpetition for noney followi ng the setting up of the various funds.

"We will get the funds locally and abroad. W wi ||l borrow from abroad
either fromother countries or fromthe market."

On Tun Abdul Chafar Baba's position as MP for Jasin after he had been
decl ared bankrupt by the H gh Court on Tuesday, Dr Mahathir said he did
not know t he exact situation yet.

Ghafar and his son Mbhamad Tanmrin had been decl ared bankrupt by the Hi gh
Court over a RVM2.4 nmillion owing to a busi nessman.
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