10/ 01/ 1998

PM ur ges housewi ves to be wi se in buying | ocal goods

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad has
cal l ed on housewi ves to be disciplinedin their spending and to buy | oca
products, saying the currency depreciation only hurts when it cones to

i mported itens.

Speaking in an interviewon TV3's Mal aysia Hari Ini progranmme, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d housewi ves coul d bring benefits to the country if they acted
in a sensible manner.

He said their know edge on managi ng t he househol d was very i nportant.

Dr Mahat hir was asked on the rol e of housewi ves in the current period of
bel t-ti ght eni ng.

He said rising prices of inported products should not be a worry as the
peopl e could | ead normal |ives on | ocal goods.

Citing i nported barbecue sauce as an exanpl e, he said using | ocally-nade
sauces woul d be good enough as a substitute.

He added t hat Mal aysi ans shoul d not be brand consci ous and that | oca
products had gai ned worl d standard.

On savings, he said the worst scenari o was when noney was st ashed "under
the pillow'.

"That wi |l nake our noney to have no val ue what soever. Mney nust
circul ate. Wienever noney changes hands, someone will benefit. Someone
will spend and the one nmaking profit, inturn, will also spend."

Savi ngs can be deposited i n banks or trust funds, where the noney woul d
be used to nake nore noney.

Vi ewers al so heard Dr Mahathir's own experience in busi ness when noney
was hard to conme by. He said when he was going to school, he got pocket
nmoney of four sen which was hal ved when his father retired.

"Wth the two sen | bought balloons to be sold, to make it into three
sen."

( END)
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