09/ 02/ 1998

PM ur ges peaceful solution to crisis over Iraq

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday
called for a peaceful solutiontothe crisis over Iraq' s refusal to grant
unhi ndered United Nations arns i nspections in that country. He said it was
Mal aysi a' s stand that the probl embe resol ved t hrough negoti ati ons and

di pl omati ¢ channel s.

"We are opposed to the use of arms in order to coerce any country to
submt,"” he said when asked to comment on the latest US-lraq crisis at a
Press conference after | aunchi ng t he Pel aburan Ehsan Wanita at the Putra
World Trade Centre

Dr Mahat hir sai d nobody shoul d have weapons of mass destruction - not
Iraq nor other countries.

"We are against it. They (weapons of mass destruction) should al so be
destroyed. "

The Prime M nister said even the conventional weapons were getting
costlier and were being i mproved all the tine.

He said all these weapons were a waste of nobney which coul d be better
spent on hel ping the poor.

"I nstead, they are naking the poor people poorer," he added.

Meanwhi | e Reuters reports that Saudi Arabia has declared its opposition
toamlitary strike against Iraq, setting US Def ence Secretary Wl I iam
Cohen a di pl omati c chall enge when he neets King Fahd today.

The ki ng's brother, Defence M nister Prince Sultan, said his country did
not approve of an attack on Iraqg, Saudi newspapers reported today.

"We'l | not agree and we are against striking Iraq as a people and as a
nation," the English-1anguage daily Arab News today quoted the prince as
sayi ng.

"At the sane tinme, we say to Saddam Hussein to abi de by the UN
resolutions in order to protect his people and put an end to their
sufferings.”
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