05 MAY 1998
Muhyi ddi n- Commonweal t h
PM WANTS GREATER | NVOLVEMENT OF THE PECPLE FOR SUCCESS OF COMMONWEALTH GAMES

KUALA LUMPUR, May 5 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has ordered | arge-scal e canpaigns to increase the
i nvol venent of the people in the Kuala Lunpur '98 Conmonweal th Ganes in
Sept .

The Prime Mnister's directive was given when he chaired a Conmonweal t h
Ganmes Council neeting in the Prime Mnister's Departnment yesterday, said
Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin.

Muhyi ddi n sai d even though several campai gns have been carried out, the
peopl e's invol vement and excitenent in the Commonweal th Ganes were not

enough.

" Awar eness about the Commonwealth Ganes is high but the keeness to
participate is still low The Prine Mnister feels it is still not
sufficient and there is still roomfor inprovenent," he said at a news

conference here today.

Muhyi ddi n said Dr Mahathir had directed that |arge-scal e canpaigns
shoul d be carried out aggressively at all levels to ensure the people
participate directly or indirectly to make the Ganes a success.

Muhyi ddi n said he had informed the Council on the mnistry's progranmes
at state and district levels, which included public rallies, distribution
of posters and buntings, the display of flags in buildings and shops and
art and decoration conpetitions.

He said the | arge-scal e canpai gns were necessary because the sale of
tickets here and overseas have only reached 70,000 against the 1.26 mllion
printed.

"Apparently nore needs to be done to sell the tickets. The ticketing
agents, Ticketing Express, nmust look into the marketing, including
appoi nting nore agents and maki ng special offers,” he said.

Muhyi ddi n sai d aggressi ve marketi ng neasures had to be taken as he was
worried the people mght be satisfied watching the ganes on tel evision and
not live at the stadiuns.

He said sports associations could take the initiative to increase
ticket sales while the Commonweal th Ganmes Federation (CGF) could influence
their nenbers to encourage sales in their respective countries.

Muhyi ddi n said Dr Mahathir has directed all conmmttees to intensify
their efforts so that all aspects were carefully arranged in view of the
short tinme and he hoped there woul d be no major problens.

"He wants cl ose cooperation anong the various authorities, not only the
organi sations but also the people and the nedia to nake the Conmonweal t h
Ganes a success," he said.

He said the Prine Mnister also wants cleanliness at the venues, the
toilets and public places to be inproved to safeguard the country's inage.

"He also referred to the duties of volunteers and wants themto be
fully dedicated. He al so questioned sonme people who were nore inclined to
maki ng profits using the name of Sukom and advi sed those concerned to
identify them" he said.

Muhyi ddi n said the neeting yesterday focussed on four issues namely
publicity and communi cati ons, opening and cl osing cerenonies, the traffic
system and the public transport system

He said the information mnistry secretary general also reported about
the programmes that were held locally and overseas to pronote the gane
while all technical facilities and personnel for the Internationa



Broadcasting Centre at Angkasapuri have been arranged and woul d be tested
during the pre-Conmonweal th Ganes fromJuly 11 to 19.

Muhyi ddi n said the Council had al so agreed to the presentations for the
openi ng and cl osing cerenoni es, including two uni que features which are
bei ng kept confidential and would only be reveal ed during the actual event.

On the haze and water shortage, Mihyiddin said it wasn't di scussed
because all neasures to overcone them had been discussed at committee
st age.

Muhyi ddin said the Prime Mnister had also referred to the preparations
of the national athletes and the nedal prospects as well as events which
will be the focus of the Ml aysian contingent.

"We have infornmed himof our focus and nedal estinmates ... he reacted
satisfactorily but he wants the nation's achi evenents to be enhanced for a
better performance,” he said.

Muhyi ddi n al so said an International O ynpic Council (10C) official was
carrying out final tests at the Universiti Sains Ml aysia Doping Centre in
Pul au Pinang and the centre was expected to get accreditation at the end of
this nonth.
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