14/ 10/ 1998
PMwants touri smpronotion to be intensified, newnarkets identified

Ram an Sai d; Hayati Hayatudin

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
directed the Culture, Arts and TourismM nistry, the private sector,
hoteliers and tour operators to intensify tourismpronotion.

Culture, Arts and TourismM ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik said Dr
Mahat hir al so wanted those in the tourismindustry to | ook for new markets
and redefine the existing nmarkets.

"Whi | e | ooki ng for new markets, we al so have to | ook for new ways of
advertisi ng such as showi ng nore pi ctures, organising famliarisation
tours, direct marketing and doi ng nore adverti sing.

"Dr Mahathir has al so asked the industry to ook into pronoting health
tourism which is non-existent inthe country at this nonent," Sabbaruddin
told reporters after attending a special 90-m nute neeting on tourism
prormotion with Dr Mahathir at the Prime M nister's Departnent.

"There are no advertisenents on health tourism... we shoul d advertise
our hospitals and show pi ctures. W have the facilities but they are not
being utilised."

Sabbar uddin said the Prinme M nister agreed that nore touri smpronotion
was needed and woul d be | ooking into the possibility of increasing
al l ocati ons.

"He said he will try ... | told himthat nore pronoti ons and adverti sing
meant nore noney, " Sabbaruddi n sai d.

This year, the ministry was given RML1 nmillion for tourismpronotion. It
was RMA6.4 million in 1988, RM33.8 mllion in 1989, and RM8.3 mllion in
1990.

Sabbar uddi n said the all ocati ons had becone snal |l er due to t he hi gher
exchange rate now.

He said the mnistry's allocations were anong the | owest conpared to
ot her countries in the region.

Last year, Taiwan had US$60 million (RVM228 nmillion) for tourism
pronoti ons; Hong Kong (US$56 nillion); Indonesia (US$5 million); and the
Phi | i ppi nes (US$28 mi | lion).

Sabbar uddi n sai d Dr Mahat hir enphasi sed t he need for everyone to play
their role in pronoting publicity.

"The bi gger hotels can contri bute nore and the Governnent can give
bi gger contributions," he said, adding that the private sector could al so
play their part by advertising the country on their own.

Sabbaruddi n said that the adverse reporting by foreign nedia such as CNN
and CNBC was not hel ping the country.

There was a slight dropintourist arrivals from7.1 mllionvisitorsin
1996 to 6.2 mllion | ast year while revenue al so recorded a drop from
RML1.2 billion in 1996 to RMLO.5 billion | ast year.

Anmong the contributing factors for the drop were the spread of the
coxsacki e virus, the haze and | ater the econoni c sl owdown.

"There shoul d be a slight increase this year especially after the
success of the Commonweal th Ganes, " Sabbaruddi n sai d.

Earlier in Langkawi, speaking to reporters after opening the 13th
meeting of the Touri smWrking Goup of the Asia-Pacific Economc
Cooper ati on, Sabbaruddi n sai d adverti si ng and pronoti ons had becone even
nore i nportant nowto counter adverse and fal se reports by the foreign
medi a on recent political devel opnents here.

"Despite the current financial constraints, funds have to be all ocated



for pronotional efforts overseas to woo nore tourists, whose arrival s have
declined of late."”

He added that tourismpronotion had to be carried out continously even
in already established markets.
On Langkawi , he sai d nore pronotions needed to be done to fill the nore
than 6,900 hotel roomns avail able on the island.
(END)
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