03/ 07/ 1998
PMwarns of attenpts to use "~ people inside Umo'

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah; Elizabeth John

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - Expl aining how current econom c probl ens coul d
underm ne the nation's sovereignty, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
war ned the people of attenpts by certain quarters to use "peopl e inside
Umo" for their own interests.

Speaki ng before a crowd of 5,000 which included Umo and Bari san
Nasi onal component party nenbers at Wsna Darul Aman, the Prinme M nister
called on the people to defend the nati on by uphol di ng political
stability.

Dr Mahat hir, who is Umo president, expressed how he feared the country
bei ng "recol oni sed"

He expl ai ned how t he West had used its econonic power to deval ue the
currency and bring down the stock market and to nake the people poor in
its attenpts to "recol oni se" the country.

Unl i ke ot her countries which had succunbed to such pressure, Dr Mahathir
said so far these attenpts had fail ed because of the country's economc
strength and the people's unity.

"Therefore, they realise that in order to weaken the Governnent, they
wi Il have to weaken Umo which is the thrust of the Barisan Nasi onal
governnent, " he added.

Citing the i ssue of nepotismand cronyi smused by the foreigners to
destabilise the country, Dr Mahathir sai d he was saddened that certain
peopl e i n Umo had echoed the foreigners' viewto gain political nileage.

"I amsad that they have all owed t hemsel ves to be the tool to weaken
Umo whether they realise it or not ... if they really don't realiseit,
they are naive."

Descri bi ng t he economni c probl emas the nbst serious the country had ever
faced, Dr Mahathir rel ated how his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
Speci al Functions M nister Tun Dai mZai nuddi n and hinmsel f "cracked their
brains" to save the country.

"That's why | don't have much time to go to the ground to explain the
problens that we are facing now... | fear the country will be re-
col oni sed whil e under ny | eadership. That's why | feel that it is my duty
and responsibility to defend our sovereignty.

"I would like to apol ogise to the people for not being able to explain
thi s probl emsooner because | ampressed for tine to find solutions.”

He sai d he was happy to see such a huge turnout which reflected their
support for his |eadership.

He chi ded a regi onal rmagazi ne which recently carried a report quoting a
survey that only 16 per cent of Ml aysi ans supported hi mand suggest ed
that he stepped down.

Dr Mahathir called on the people not to be influenced by basel ess
stories to bring down the Governnent. "W nust take good care of our
country, protect our sovereignty and fight any attenpt to recol oni se us."

Earlier, he had a cl osed-door nmeeting with State Umo key nmenbers, also
attended by Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid.
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