12/ 09/ 1998
Debat e between PM Wl fensohn at Virtual C wealth conference

Ei rmal asar e Bani

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and Worl d Bank presi dent
James Wl f ensohn are schedul ed to debate at the Virtual Conmonweal th
conference, one of the plenary sessions in the third Miltinedia Asia
Conf erence and Exhi bition (MVA '98).

Wl fensohn will take part from New York while Dr Mahathir will be at the
M nes in Kual a Lunpur, where the four-day conference and exhibition wll
be held from Septenber 29 until Cctober 2.

Eur opean Commi ssioner for Industrial Affairs, Information Technol ogy and
Tel ecommuni cations Martin Bangenmann will also take part in the video
conferencing fromthe UK whil e Harvard University's dean of the John F.
Kennedy School of Governnent Dr Joseph Nye will be speaking from Boston.

In Kual a Lunpur, Dr Mahathir will be joined by Mnpbs Bhd president and
chi ef executive officer Tengku Datuk Dr Mohd Azzman Shari ffadeen and
Mul ti medi a Devel opment Corp (MDC) executive chairman Tan Sri Dr O hman
Yeop Abdul | ah.

Moderator for the event is the Institute of Strategies and |International
St udi es executive chairnman Tan Sri Nordi n Sopi ee.

"The video conferencing attenpt is said to be the first to be undertaken
anywhere in the world and will be the highlight of the MVA '98," Energy,
Tel ecomuni cations and Posts M nister Datuk Leo Moggie told reporters in
Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Tengku Dat uk Dr Mohd Azzman, who is also the National Information
Technol ogy Council (N TC) secretary, said they hope to attract nore than
20,000 visitors to the MVA ' 98.

NI TC i s the host and organi ser of the MVA '98. Qther co-organisers are
M nos Bhd, MDC and Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd.

The Virtual Conmonwealth conference is a framework for di al ogue on
i ssues of governance in the Information Age.

The conference's thene is "Governance in an |Internetworked Wrld:
Towards a d obal Civilised Society".

Topics to be discussed will revolve around "Ri ghts, Roles,

Responsi bilities and Rel ati onships in Pronoti ng Human Dignity and Soci o-
Econom ¢ Justice".

The guests to this Virtual Commonweal th conference will be by invitation
only, and woul d include chief executive officers of conpanies
participating at MVA ' 98 exhi bition as well as conference and wor kshop
del egat es.
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