14/ 12/ 1998

PM " has good grassroots support'

JOHOR Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnan said feedback fromUmo
menbers at the grass roots level inthe State indicated full support for
the | eadership of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

He sai d based on this feedback, he was confident that there woul d be no
problemfromthe State's party nmenbers in the upcon ng Umo el ecti ons
despite the present "political situation".

"W are quite satisfied with the state of unity anong Umo nenbers in
Johor, " he said.

He said this when asked about wi despread tal ks of the possibility of a
split anpong party menbers caused by the so-called "reformasi" novenent.

Abdul Ghani who is al so a suprene council nmenber, was speaking to the
New Straits Times after the end of the Umo extraordinary neeting
yest er day.

Comenting on Dr Mahat hir's openi ng and wi ndi ng-up speeches, he said the
party president's call on Umo nenbers to unite agai nst external
i nfluences was tinely due to the clear attenpts by foreigners to neddle in
the country's internal affairs.
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